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NORTH STREET QUARTER 
At present the District Council and North Street Quarter Ltd as joint owners of the site are 
evaluating bids made to them by prospective contractors to undertake the re-development of  
the site.  Once an appointment has been made various procedural aspects need to be completed 
including further demolition and an archaeological investigation before work on Phase 1 between 
Phoenix Causeway and the Fire Station area can begin. 

 
ASTLEY HOUSE 
The Society has been consulted about the draft plans which developers have for housing on the 
former Police garage site at Astley House on Spital Road.  Development here is in line with the 
Neighbourhood Plan and the draft plans shown were generally acceptable.  However, when formal 
plans are submitted they will be examined in detail in the usual way. 

 
PLANNING POLICY 
Now that the South Downs Local Plan is adopted the National Park Authority are moving forward 
with a number of Supplementary Planning Documents (SPD’s) covering specific topics. At present 
formal consultation is taking place on one concerning affordable housing whilst those concerning 
Design and Sustainable Construction in draft. The Society was pleased to host a seminar on the 
latter two SPD’s to give committee members and planning professionals the opportunity to 
comment on aspects of these drafts.  Engaging with those most concerned with planning policy is 
an important part of the Society’s function as having policies which promote the historic nature of 
Lewes are necessary if the town is to be protected from poor planning decisions in the future. 

 
PLANNING TRANSGRESSIONS 
Regrettably some developments take place either without the benefit of planning permission or in 
contravention of a condition imposed under a granted permission.  The Society endeavours to 
keep a list of these transgressions and informs the District Council or National Park Authority as 
appropriate about them. However their enforcement resources are limited and it has been 
necessary to prioritise the transgressions to the most significant.  A further difficulty is that even 
when an enforcement notice is served an appeal is often made against it and the Planning 
Inspectorate, which deals with these appeals, also has a large workload and takes time to make 
decisions.  However in recent weeks the Volunteer Inn has lost its appeal about the removal of its 
outdoor smoking shelter whilst at the former racecourse a number of appeals against decisions 
not to grant planning permission have been dismissed. 
 



 
SOUTHOVER HIGH STREET 
The Society has supported the introductions of further bollards in the narrow part of Southover 
High Street to the west of the Swan Inn in an endeavour to protect the historic properties there 
which suffer from large heavy goods vehicles using the road to access properties further south. 
 
OLD MALLING WAY 
 

 
 

The County Council have engaged consultants to consider the possibility of having a 20mph zone in 
the newer part of the Malling estate which currently does not have such a limit.  Whilst the Society 
has no objection to a 20mph limit being imposed it does not agree with the consultant’s 
suggestion that speed cushions are established in Old Malling Way. This is because the average 
speed of traffic there has been declining in the past 6 years and may well not now exceed the 
24mph average above which the Department for Transport insists that physical speed limiting 
devices are installed. 

 
STREET LIGHTING 
Representations have been made to the County Council, as the street lighting authority, for a 
street light to be provided in that part of Hill Road between Nevill Road and the end of the 
maintained part of Hill Road as it is used by pedestrians after dark on their way to the Nevill Estate. 

 
TREES 
The Trees Committee  will be celebrating National Trees Week 2019, (23rdNovember to 
1stDecember), by planting three new trees in Prince Edwards Road and four trees on the green at 
Cross Way. These sites were suggested by residents who live near to them and we are very 
grateful that they have promised to water them during any dry spells!  
We were also given suggestions for several new sites by visitors to our stall at the Societies Fair in 
September. We will be surveying these over the next few weeks to see where it might be practical 
for us to plant some trees. 
For several different reasons, (including potential developments which may incorporate their own 
tree planting schemes), it has been necessary to postpone the plans for “Gateway Trees” at the 
entrances to Lewes. However, new opportunities for planting sites have been suggested by the 
District Council and it is hoped to be able to report positively about them in the future. 
We are very grateful to the Nevill Residents Association for a generous donation to fund more 
tree-planting, using funds which were raised during their successful Nevill Garden Trail.  
Thank you also to two Lewes residents who made a donation for trees to offset the carbon 
emissions caused by them travelling by plane to meet their work commitments. 



 

                      
 
HERITAGE OPEN DAYS                           
With a stellar programme, combined with a warm, sunny weekend, this year’s Heritage Open Days 
weekend, organised by the Society, achieved a record number of visits, with well over 4000 
recorded.  Thanks to nearly 100 volunteers- from building owners /managers, to organisers and 
stewards–and our sponsors- the District and Town Councils,  Adams & Remers, the Halas & 
Batchelor Collection, and, new this year, Gorringe’s auctioneers and Rise Joinery - we were able to 
organise the weekend  and distribute a programme of events in leaflet and poster form around the 
District.  
The re-opening of the Law Courts after a 10 year absence was a huge attraction-especially with the 
introduction of mock-trials being held by volunteering judges and barristers. The increase in the 
number of private houses that opened this year also attracted large numbers, and old favourites, 
such as the Freemasons Hall and Southover Grange also attracted hundreds. 

            

           
 

 
We are always interested to 
hear ideas for further tree 

planting from members and 
you may contact us  

by e-mail:  
arboretum@friends-of-

lewes.org.uk 
 
 

LEFT: Liquidambar, Valence 
Road, planted by the Trees 

Committee in December 2016 
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The dates for next year’s event are 10-13th September, when we will celebrate the 10th anniversary 
of the Society’s involvement in its organisation. Planning will   begin in February- and if you would 
like to be involved, or have ides for future venues or events, then please email 
leweshod@gmail.com  
 
SUCCESSION PLANNING 
Our chairman Robert Cheesman’s planned retirement in March 2020, and our secretary Marcus 
Talyor’s decision to step back from his role at the same time, have posed the Society a significant 
challenge in finding successors. 
The succession planning committee, formed to address that challenge, has followed two main 
principles in preparing the ground for recruiting new candidates: 
1. To make the roles attractive to and “do-able” by new candidates by examining and reducing 

the tasks and duties which have inevitably accrued to them over the years. 
2. To follow Charities Commission and similar guidance on good governance practice about 

trustee candidate search and recruitment, and on tenure limits to help ensure fresh thinking. 

In support of the second, we’ve defined and adopted a recruitment and induction process, and will 
be recommending related constitution changes for your approval at the March 2020 AGM.  
We are now starting the search for candidates, by approaching you our members, other 
community groups in the town, advertising on volunteer websites, and seeking nominations from 
all possible sources. If you know of anyone you think might be interested and suitable, please let 
us know via the usual contact - enquiries@friends-of-lewes.org.uk. 
 
 
EVENTS 
The remaining talks in the current series will be on: 
 
29 January – Chris Rowland from OVESCO will talk about Sustainable Energy Generation in a 
historic town.  
 

20 February – Depot Cinema, Lewes – the “back story” and their pursuit of sustainability. 
 

Please get these dates in your diaries now. 
 
 
Also: 
 

LEWES HISTORY GROUP: 

Monday 11 November  Sue Berry The Rise of Victorian and Edwardian Suburbs in Lewes  

Monday 9 December     AGM plus talk by Andrew Buxton on Public Art in Lewes  
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