
DRAFT PRE-SUBMISSION SOUTH DOWNS LOCAL PLAN 

 

COMMENTS BY FRIENDS OF LEWES SOCIETY   

 

The Friends of Lewes Society is the civic society for Lewes with over 400 members.  It has been in 

existence since 1952 and one of its main objectives is to endeavour to ensure that the environment, 

both built and rural, in and around the town of Lewes is maintained and enhanced for the future. It 

was in the forefront of the campaign to have the town of Lewes included in the National Park and it 

considers that this has been of benefit to the town. 

 

The Society supports the overall thrust of the draft Local Plan. In particular it welcomes the 

emphasis, mentioned in para 1.13, that a landscape led approach was appropriate to its formulation.  

Subject to detailed points mentioned below it therefore supports the Plan as it has been positively 

prepared and should be effective.  It will also be of benefit to have one Local Plan serving the whole 

of the National Park so that the inconsistencies that have arisen through having to use Local Plans 

prepared by the constituent authorities are avoided. 

 

Specific comments are as follows :- 

 

SD6 (Safeguarding Views) and SD 8 (Dark Night Skies) – Both these policies are welcome 

additions to the Plan and will provide useful policy support in making representations on planning 

applications. 

 

SD 7 (Relative Tranquillity) – The inclusion of this policy to protect relative tranquillity is 

welcomed by both Lewes residents and will be appreciated by visitors to the South Downs. 

 

Chapter 5b (Biodiversity) – It is surprising that there is no reference in para 5.78 to the Lewes 

Downs Special Area of Conservation (SAC) with its orchid-rich grassland and scrub supporting a 

rich invertebrate fauna. 

 

SD12 (Historic Environment), SD13 (Listed Buildings) and SD15 (Conservation Areas) – The 

content of these policies is wide ranging and meets the Society's needs. 

 

SD19 (Transport and Accessibility) – These provisions are particularly helpful in a historic town 

like Lewes. 

 

SD20 (Walking, Cycling and Equestrian Routes)– The policy is supported but most of the former 

railway line from Lewes to Hamsey should be included in the list in paragraph 2. 

 

SD22 (Parking Provision) – The policy is supported but the provision of appropriate tree cover 

should be included in para 3. 

 

SD23 (Sustainable Tourism) -  A helpful policy. 

 

SD 25 (Development Strategy)– The Society particularly endorses paragraph 1a which states that 

development is of a scale and nature appropriate to the character and function of the settlement in 

the landscape context. 

 

SD31 (Extensions to existing dwellings, and provision of annexes and outbuildings) – The overall 

objective of this policy is supported although it is not clear whether limiting the size of any 

extension to 30% of the existing floorspace will be effective in controlling unsightly roof dormers. 

 



SD 51 (Renewable Energy) – The policy is supported but para 7.309 may not be consistent with the 

recent report of the Government’s Air Quality Expert Group “The potential air quality impacts from 

biomass combustion” which mentions a growing concern over the effects of increasing wood 

burning on air quality. 

 

Chapter 7l (Advertisements and Signage) – This chapter seems out of place between Climate 

Change and Pollution. The title of it is misleading as signage is not covered and should be changed 

to “Shop fronts and Advertisements”.  In addition there needs to be a much stronger link back to 

chapter 5c on the Historic Environment. 

 

SD52 (Ship Fronts) and SD53 (Adverts)  – These policies support the Society's existing policies on 

these topics and it is pleased to note that they have a presumption against internally illuminated 

signage. 

 

Chapter 7m (Pollution and Contamination)– The national air quality monitoring station at 

Lullington Heath, within the National Park, plays a vital role in monitoring regional air pollution 

(including ozone discussed in para 7.322) and should be mentioned. 

 

SD57 (North Street Quarter and adjacent Eastgate area, Lewes) – The need to include this policy to 

guard against the development for which planning permission has been given but has not taking 

place is recognised.  The requirement that early provision is made for flood defences that meet 

Environment Agency standards is welcomed. 

 

SD79 (Land at Old Malling Farm, Lewes) – This policy seems inconsistent with the emphasis 

mentioned in 1.13 that the Local Plan should be landscape led as housing on the Old Malling Farm 

site would disfigure the landscape.  Quite apart from using valuable grade 2 agricultural land which 

is currently farmed, the site lies on a chalk spur of the Caburn block and is very visible from many 

high points around Lewes. The fact that it helps provide a green tongue into Lewes from the Ouse 

valley to the north assisted in persuading the Inspector and Minister to include the town within the 

National Park boundary.  The Society is aware that when the National Park Authority/Lewes 

District Joint Core Strategy was being prepared the Inspector for that Strategy asked for the site to 

be considered and then decided in favour of it.  However that  Joint Core Strategy and the 

Inspector's reasoning was largely housing led whereas the present draft Plan is landscape led.  

Unless convincing landscape reasons can be put forward for continuing to include this site for 

housing the Society recommends that the policy should be deleted.  It may be possible for some of 

the housing that might have been provided on the site to be provided on other brownfield  sites in or 

near the town. 
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