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1 Foreword 
The Friends of Lewes, the local Civic Society, has been in existence for over 50 years. The 
Society’s objectives are to stimulate public interest in the beauty, history and character of the 
town of Lewes and its surrounding area; to organise concerted action for protecting and 
enhancing the townscape of Lewes and the architectural, visual and historic interest of Lewes 
and the immediate surrounding area and to co-operate with similar civic societies. It does so 
by arranging meetings for members on conservation issues; lobbying relevant bodies to 
protect the historic environment of Lewes, whilst recognising that the town needs to remain 
an economically vibrant place, and by supporting projects that fall within its objectives.  

Lewes is a town with a strong tradition of tree planting going back at least as far as John 
Evelyn and continued through Georgian, Victorian, Edwardian and more recent times with 
park, street and private gardens benefiting from varying contemporary fashions over the 
years. A recent bequest to the Society for the planting of trees and the imagination of the late 
Paul Millmore, who also bequeathed a sum for tree maintenance, led to a vision for a 21st 
century continuation of the practice by establishing a Lewes town-wide arboretum, with the 
wider objectives of: 

 Protecting, restoring and enhancing the Lewes treescape, with all the environmental 
and well-being benefits involved. 

 Providing educational and interpretive material for educational and tourism purposes. 

 Boosting tourism. 

 Addressing some of the consequences of climate change and current tree disease 
outbreaks (such as Dutch Elm Disease, Phytopthera and most recently Chalara) 

This survey report is a welcome first step towards the vision. The Friends of Lewes Society is 
grateful to the Sustainable Communities Fund of the South Downs National Park Authority 
for help in funding the work. 

 Old grafted cherries, Lewes Cemetery 
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2 Introduction 
The Friends of Lewes has commissioned a survey of the trees in the town of Lewes to 
support the development of a long-term vision to establish a town-wide arboretum. 

This report presents the findings to support the first stage of the implementation of this 
project – an initial feasibility study, mapping and identifying significant trees, proposing a 
strategy for implementation and setting out a list of planting recommendations.  

2.1 History of Tree Planting Initiatives in Lewes  

Lewes has a long connection with enthusiastic tree planters. John Evelyn, the noted diarist 
and gardener, had connections with the town whilst growing up at Southover Grange in the 
17th Century. 

He wrote the treatise “Sylva” in 1664 which helped set the fashion for the planting trees, 
primarily for timber, but he was also a strong proponent of tree planting for amenity purposes 
as well. This had a big impact on landowners who collected exotic trees and competed to 
create arboreta around the country.  

Archive documents also indicate that public tree planting was carried out in Lewes during the 
18th Century – a reference to planting of lime trees to define the Borough boundary appears in 
Colin Brent's “Georgian Lewes”, possibly as a political act to show loyalty to the Protestant 
Hanoverians. Some of the large limes trees in existence today follow the alignment of the 
Borough boundary so may be remnants of this original planting. 

Some evidence of thematic tree planting can be seen in the tree-scape of Lewes today. Most 
of these are Victorian or Edwardian activities with “Black Austrian” pines and Copper beech 
appearing in quantities, as landmark trees today in prominent sites throughout Lewes. 

More recent tree planting initiatives in Lewes have been funded by, encouraged and often 
carried out by local amenity groups. 

2.1.1 Trees Committee 

In the 1960's a Trees Committee was established by Gladys Morris, from Southover, who 
actively lobbied for more trees, and generated subscriptions and bequests for tree planting in 
the town. Over the years the Committee co-opted a number of Lewes worthies, and was 
chaired most recently by John Chaplin. A full catalogue of the trees planted by this voluntary 
group has never been produced, but as a result of this survey a list has been set up, and the 
location of trees planted by the group is noted in the survey table.  

The Trees Committee also monitored tree works and planning applications and persuaded 
local authorities to make space for trees wherever possible, on highway verges and on the 
fringes of developments. Locating sites for new tree planting has been a continuing activity 
of this group, and opportunities to plant trees on both public and private sites were actively 
pursued, even though many potential sites were found not to be available through restrictions 
of underground services, highway sight-lines or other constraints. The selection of tree 
species was always a topic for lively debate and many unusual specimen trees and shrubs 
have been introduced to the town, making a valuable contribution to the urban treescape. 

2.1.2 Trees for Lewes 

The Great Storm of October 1987 had a drastic impact on the trees of Lewes. Overnight a 
large number of mature trees were blown over or severely damaged, changing the skyline 
drastically. Public interest and support for trees flourished as a result and local newspapers 
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ran fund raising efforts to replace trees and new groups were created to make good the 
damage. Clearance of the fallen trees was the initial challenge, and some remnants of trees 
felled by the storm can still be seen in the town. Replacement planting was not always 
possible in a like-for-like location, but areas such as the Pells Recreation Ground were re-
stocked with specimen trees with the support of the post-storm funding by groups such as 
“Trees for Lewes”. Active residents such as Cherry Baden-Powell and Sue Richards led this 
activity. They also worked closely with the Lewes schools and carried out tree planting with 
school children in school grounds, in an initiative providing free trees supported by the Tree 
Council.  

As the fashion moved away from more exotic species, much of the planting in 1980’s and 
1990’s comprised native tree and shrub species with the emphasis on those that provide 
habitats for wildlife using indigenous and locally-adapted trees. 

2.1.3 Baxter’s Field 

One key site in town that was badly affected by the storm and restocked with new trees 
during this time was Baxter’s Field, between Bradford Road and Paddock Lane. In 2003 
Baxter’s Field was purchased by the local community and a Baxter’s Field Company set up to 
maintain this area. Tree planting activities have continued with volunteers led by Elizabeth 
Thomas with a strong emphasis on interpretation. 

2.2 Brief and Scope of the Survey 
The scope of this initial feasibility study was defined as: 

1. Review the current tree resource 

2. Assess the quantity and quality of trees that exist today 

3. Map the distribution of the most significant trees 

4. Identify sites for new plantings and propose site-appropriate species 

It was stressed at the outset that the requirement was not for an exhaustive cataloguing of all 
the trees of the town, but to develop an inventory of significant trees and provide a feasibility 
study as a foundation for subsequent projects. This project would include interpretation and 
education around the existing tree resource, and identifying opportunities for additional tree-
planting, where sites may become available. 

It should be made clear that this exercise does not attempt to provide an expert view of tree 
safety or life expectancy of trees in the town, and that any recommendations in this report are 
based on information that may be need to be verified in greater detail, or followed up with 
further investigations in later stages of the project. 

2.3 The Survey Methodology 

In this context the emphasis in undertaking the tree survey has been on appraising quality, not 
quantity, and identifying and mapping trees of visual significance in the landscape, of 
historical or cultural significance, and those with rare or veteran status. 

In addition, during this exercise contact has been made with a number of existing 
stakeholders in Lewes Town who have been involved in protecting and enhancing the tree-
scape of the town over many years. Support for this study in the form of advice, insights and 
existing survey data has been provided by Officers of Lewes District Council and East Sussex 
County Council, and several key community-minded residents who have lobbied for 
protection of, and planted, many specimen trees in Lewes, over many years. Together these 
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individuals provided information about cherished and protected trees, recent planting 
schemes, rare and unusual trees in the town, and all this has been compiled in this report, and 
recorded in the survey. 

In interviewing these people the extent of dedication and support for tree planting, 
maintenance and protection has become apparent, and this offers some hope that later stages 
of the project should receive wider support if undertaken in an inclusive and co-operative 
spirit. 

2.4 Sub‐division of the Town for Survey Purposes 

Some consideration has been made as to how best to organise the survey, and present the 
findings in a meaningful way. Whilst the Brief is open in this respect, simply setting the study 
area boundary, a case has been made to use existing local knowledge of the town to organise 
the survey around existing Character Areas rather than simply catalogue the trees in Lewes, 
simply by ownership, species or by grid reference. 

In order to cover the town systematically the study area several distinct areas within the town 
were identified as having a unique character, or an established identity worthy of treating as a 
separate entity. The sub-division of the town into Character Areas is helpful in bringing focus 
to the project as the scale and nature of contribution of trees varies markedly in different parts 
of the study area. 

Rather than start afresh with defining the different sectors of the town for the purposes of this 
feasibility study, use has been made of the existing zonation of the town into Character Areas 
as defined in the Lewes Conservation Area Appraisal 2007 (and the subsequent Consultation 
Draft Management Plan produced by South Downs National Park Authority, July 2012) 
which refers mainly to the historic town centre and the immediate surrounds. 

As the study area for this exercise is larger than that identified in the Character Assessment, it 
was necessary to include areas of Lewes which fall outside the defined Conservation Areas, 
including the outlying estates, and these have appended to the nearest appropriate Character 
Area (e.g. Wallands and Wallands Park) with other extended character area boundaries 
arrived at through local knowledge and discussion with the client. 

As a result a total of 13 separate and distinct areas have been defined within the study area. 
Survey results of trees have been collected to highlight special trees and representative 
groups in each of these areas. These 13 areas are: 

A. Cliffe E. Pells and West Street 

B. Lower High Street F. Wallands 

C. Castle and Middle High Street G. Southover 

D. Upper High Street and Western Road  

In addition to those areas defined within the Town Conservation Area map, the following have been 
included: 

H. Winterbourne K. Landport 

I. Houndean L. Malling 

J. Nevill M. Mountfield
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Some of the areas are clearly larger than others, but the scale of the areas defined is 
commensurate with their relative importance, with smaller areas in the town centre and larger 
areas on the periphery where the presence of larger groups of trees defines the character.  

(See Map Appendix 8.2 on page 35) 

2.5 Mapping Existing Designations, Town Character Areas and 
Significant Trees 

2.5.1 Conservation Areas in Lewes Town and Malling  

There are two conservation areas in Lewes, Lewes Town CA and the contiguous Malling 
Deanery CA. Conservation Areas are designated under Section 69 of the Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as “an area of special architectural or historic 
interest the character or appearance of which is desirable to preserve or enhance”. Whilst not 
specifically referring to trees, the definition of the historic character includes the contribution 
from trees as well as buildings, and for this reason prior consultation is required in advance of 
any tree works being carried out in a Conservation Area. This provides a first line of defence 
and for Lewes District Council to impose more rigorous protection measures, such as Tree 
Preservation Orders. It also provides the opportunity for the Council Officers to advise on 
appropriate tree management and support activities that enhances the tree-scape within these 
areas. In Lewes a voluntary Conservation Area Advisory Group has been formed to assist the 
District Council in technical matters and tapping into long-standing local knowledge, 
including the history of tree management, planting and other conservation initiatives over the 
years. 

2.5.2 Tree Preservation Orders 

Lewes District Council maintains a register of Tree Preservation Orders (TPO’s) and a list of 
the trees and woodland areas covered by TPO’s was provided by the Arboricultural Officer 
for all the sites within the Study Area.  

Inclusion of a tree in a TPO Schedule does not automatically imply high visual amenity or a 
status requiring special attention within the scope of this feasibility study, but this list 
provides the opportunity to investigate trees identified for inclusion in a town-wide arboretum 
selection. 

The inclusion of a tree or group of trees in the TPO Register does not guarantee its survival, 
but provides a tool for maintaining high quality in tree maintenance and imposes tree 
replanting conditions when trees have to be removed. Not all the trees listed in the TPO 
Register exist today and the Register is being updated and transferred to electronically 
accessible format. 

TPO’s are generally served on private individuals and properties, but in some cases Lewes 
District Council can apply a TPO to a site owned by another local authority. In the recent case 
of St Anne's School, adjacent to County Hall, several large trees have had TPO’s applied. 
This property is in the process of disposal by East Sussex County Council, and the St Anne's 
School site has recently been brought into the Lewes Conservation Area, affording some 
additional protection to the trees not already listed in the TPO schedule for this property. 

2.5.3 Ancient Woodland 

Early maps provide the only reliable evidence of continuity of woodland that is the basis of 
ancient woodland designation. There are no formal designations relating to ancient woodland 
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recorded on the Provisional Register at Natural England. Whilst some wooded areas are 
clearly shown on the early maps of the town, some dating back to 17th Century, few of these 
areas remain undeveloped today. It is clear that woodland occupied the areas south of the 
Cliffe, and it is possible that some small remnant areas of ancient woodland exist in odd 
corners of the Railway Land, but this is difficult to prove.  

As well as ancient woodland, which refers specifically to the site, there is also little evidence 
of any truly ancient trees within the study area. There are certainly a few venerable veteran 
lime and yew trees, and also a layered hornbeam “hedge” in the Pells Pool, the roots of which 
may be centuries old, but the majority of the main structural trees we see in the town 
probably date from the Victorian era, or later. 

2.5.4 Town Character Areas and Significant Trees 

In each of the seven Character Areas defined in the 2007 Lewes Conservation Area Character 
Assessment a number of visually important individual trees and also some trees groups that 
were considered significant at that time were identified. During this study priority has been 
given to re-visiting and assessing the condition of these important trees, and checking what 
changes have been happened over the past five years. 

There have been 2 notable losses – the elderly Tulip Tree in Grange Gardens and the Copper 
Beech on the corner of Grange Road in the grounds of Western Road School, both victims of 
infection by serious wood decay fungi. Replacement planting is already in place in the 
Grange, but no effort has been made to remove the roots of the felled beech or provide a 
replacement tree of capable of growing to a similar stature. This responsibility falls within the 
remit of East Sussex County Council (see section 2.1 on page 2). 

 

 
Evergreen oak, St Anne's Churchyard 
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3 The Current Tree Resource  

3.1 An overview of the Tree‐scape of Lewes 

The overall view of Lewes is of a town well-blessed with trees. The appearance of a well-
wooded, leafy town is immediately apparent to visitors, and especially highlighted by the 
contrast with the river-valley setting of the town set in a gap in the South Downs which, by 
contrast, are rather treeless.  

Looking at the town from a high vantage point it is apparent that two large wedges of 
woodland enter the town from the north (the Ouse valley through Malling and the playing 
fields) and the south (the Railwayland LNR), connecting through the town centre and linking 
the urban tree-scape with the wider countryside. In amongst the town fabric there are also 
numerous public parks and open spaces as well as many tree-lined streets.  

3.1.1 Planting and Natural Colonisation 

By no means all of the town’s trees are deliberate plantings, and reference to old photographs 
of Lewes provides some insight into how colonisation by trees of “edge-land” areas on the 
fringes of town has progressed over the decades. Mature woodland has become established 
on old railway routes, stream banks and wetland areas through natural regeneration. As an 
example, on the west edge of the town colonisation of trees and scrub on the downland 
fringing the Houndean estate provide some screening of what would be a harsh urban 
perimeter. 

In the planned landscape areas within the town trees play a significant role in defining the 
character of the town, and provide a glimpse of fashions in tree planting and landscape design 
over the past century or more. These sites are largely in public ownership and include parks, 
school grounds, roadside verge plantings and other public open spaces. Whilst not directly 
accessible to the public, many significant trees are also visible on private land, including 
gardens, which form a huge contribution to the town character. Some of these trees are 
protected through Conservation Area designations, or by TPO’s. 

This survey has highlighted several successive stages of tree planting, with each decade 
subject to particular fascination with certain trees. It is only some decades later, as these trees 
become mature, that the original intentions of the people responsible for the planting become 
obvious and influence the landscape of the town. 

3.1.2 Geology, Soils and Trees 

Within the boundaries of the study area the geology of the Ouse River valley passing through 
downland results in two main soil types - alluvium and chalk. This provides conditions 
suitable for a wide range of native tree species across the town, with elms, willows and 
poplars being well-suited to the wetter, more fertile areas adjacent to the river valley, and ash, 
sycamore and field maple suiting the calcareous and well-drained downland slopes. 

In addition to these natives, many ornamental species will thrive in these conditions, but 
constraints of water-logging in the alluvial areas and high pH and drought-prone chalk soils 
will limit the palette of species. Areas of clay soils are restricted to the belt of gault found in 
the interface between the riverine alluvium and the chalk slopes. The generally neutral to high 
pH will restrict the development of plants requiring acidic conditions. The combined 
influence of these geological factors and water can be seen in the distribution and mix of trees 
throughout the town, and can provide some useful clues to the underlying soil conditions. 
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3.1.3 Fashions in Tree Planting – Some Historical Context 

Outside of the formal ornamental gardens, the most prominent and historic trees in Lewes are 
generally of species capable of reaching a large stature relatively quickly on a suitable site. In 
Lewes this list includes UK native or long-resident tree species such as beech, limes, poplar, 
sycamore and planes as well as a few scattered Black (Austrian) pines. This scale of trees 
selected for plantings carried out during the Georgian, Victorian and Edwardian periods was 
commensurate with the size of the properties, both in the rear gardens of the grander High 
Street houses (e.g. Shelley’s, Priory Crescent), but also in framing the villas of Wallands Park 
developments where the species chosen for their plantings are in scale with the size of the 
buildings, the width of the roads and their generous verges.  

Evolution of a global horticultural trade and easier access to imported trees from around the 
world mean that there is now an increasingly wide range of tree species and cultivated 
varieties of ornamental trees available for both private and public planting.  

Despite this, more recent fashions in tree planting have not always been carried out with the 
confidence shown by those specifying large forest-scale trees on the new middle-class estates 
of Lewes in Victorian and Edwardian times. By planting large beeches, limes, Holm oaks and 
sycamores, even in the centre of the historic core of the town, the vision of the planters of 
past centuries has created a feeling of maturity and scale which we appreciate today. This 
grandeur is easily degraded however as gaps appear, and the original forest-scale trees are 
replaced by lesser sized, more ornamental, but often shorter-lived species of trees. This is 
particularly visible on roadsides where is a clear trend to select smaller, more compact trees 
such as species of Sorbus, with less risk of causing problems of shading, road surface and 
kerb movement and risk to traffic. These trees will never reach the stature of the trees they 
are replacing. 

The effect of this change in fashion is now becoming obvious, in that very few of the new 
trees being planted will end up being of a large stature. This will gradually lead to a 
diminution in the contribution that trees make to the town, and increasingly the houses and 
buildings will exceed the trees in scale, rather than the other way round. 

The development of Nevill and Landport estates in the 1930's was accompanied by a 
deliberate tree planting scheme, using the theme of copper beech, in the case of the Nevill. 
These trees, scattered along the verges, are now around 80 years old but it is interesting to 
observe that few of them have reached any significant size, and rather less than expected of 
beech of that age. This may be as a result of local planting conditions being less than optimal, 
physical damage during their early development or as a result of the genetic stock of the 
parents they were grown from. 

In some parts of town the trend towards more compact tree types has been a consequence of a 
need for screening and shelter being replaced by a desire for views and light. Many residents 
of Wallands Park appreciate the amenity provided by the large trees lining the roads, but 
according to the Arboricultural Officer, when faced with a large tree outside their house, 
many householders welcome its removal, and replacement with a tree of lesser stature. 

For the Highways Authority (ESCC) there is a concern to avoid impinging on traffic access 
and to provide more room for larger buses and HGV’s, and an obligation to maintain open 
sight-lines at junctions. Further, with an increasing concern for health and safety, and the risk 
of claims for negligence or neglect, the case for large trees has been over-ridden to minimise 
risks and legal liability. 
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The overall outcome has been a gradual taming of the forest-scale stature of the trees in the 
town, and a landscape increasingly made up of a patchwork of gardens, rather than housing in 
an urban woodland setting. 

3.1.4 Tree Care and Maintenance Issues 

3.1.4.1 Tree Surgery 

Tree surgery practice has evolved over the years and this is quite apparent in the range and 
quality of pruning work and tree surgery visible in many of the older trees in the town. With a 
large number of forest-scale trees in a urban environment it is inevitable that there will be 
occasions that trees will need to be reduced, or re-shaped to improve light, access or for 
safety reasons. Not all the attempts to re-shape trees result in improvement, and there are 
many examples of unsympathetic “lopping and topping” (see photos), often resulting in more 
vigorous re-growth which only compounds the problem within just a few years.  

Some degree of influence and supervision over the quality of tree surgery is carried out by the 
Arboricultural Officer for Lewes District Council, but his influence is limited to those trees 
within the Conservation Areas, or for trees covered by a TPO, where consent can be made 
conditional on carrying out work in accordance with current best practice as defined by 
British Standards. 

Formative pruning or surgery on trees outside the Conservation Areas and on trees not subject 
to a TPO, does not require consent, but owners may still benefit from advice, and this is an 
area that could be developed as a tree care project initiated by the Civic Society. 

3.1.4.2 Tree Establishment and Aftercare 

There has been a great enthusiasm for tree planting in Lewes and over the years numerous 
campaigns, fund raising efforts and lobbying for access to suitable sites has occupied many 
voluntary groups in the town, and this has resulted in considerable numbers of trees being 
planted. Significant efforts were made in the “Plant a Tree in '73” campaign, and again after 
the 1987 gale resulted in a serious loss of mature trees. 

Despite these best efforts not all the trees planted have survived, and even fewer have 
survived unscathed to reach adolescence. Lack of early maintenance and after-care is a 
serious concern and rarely factored into the timetables and budgets of those responsible after 
the tree planting teams have left. Strimmer damage, vandalism, poor staking and lack of 
formative pruning have resulted in many of the trees that have survived their early years 
being of indifferent shape, and not always living up to the promise or justifying the effort put 
in at the outset. 

3.1.4.3 Maintenance of Tree Planting 

Before embarking on another round of tree planting initiatives to create or enrich the Lewes 
treescape, a clear replacement strategy for trees already lost to disease, damage from 
vandalism or mowing machinery should be considered as an early priority. Adequate budget 
should be put aside to ensure that new trees will be carefully weeded, watered and, where 
appropriate, pruned to achieve the desired result. 
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4 Featured Tree Species Present in Lewes 
The character of the town of Lewes is made distinctive as much through the range of trees 
present as the quality of the buildings, old and new. In both cases a vernacular style 
contributes to the sense of place, and this also helps connect the urban areas to the landscape 
surrounding the town. As with buildings and the choice of locally -won building materials, 
the palette of tree species used over time frames important views, provides scale and 
contrasts of texture and colour to the town.  

Some of these tree species are locally abundant or significant for other historical or cultural 
reasons. A list of those found within the boundaries of the study is shown below, along with 
some commentary as to their importance or relevance in the creation of a town-wide 
arboretum. 

4.1.1 Broadleaved Trees  

4.1.1.1 Elms (Ulmus spp) and the impact of Dutch Elm Disease (DED) 

Lewes, with its deep, fertile alluvial soils and river conditions is suitable for elms. Along with 
other river valleys in Sussex, elm historically formed an important part of the landscape until 
a particularly virulent strain of DED arrived in 1970's Nevertheless, some elms have 
survived, and in other areas regeneration from the roots of previously felled infected elms are 
attempting a recovery, but often struggle to achieve pole status before becoming re-infected 
and dying back.  

Lewes Town was once one of the areas where active DED control was carried out in the 
coastal zone between Brighton and Eastbourne, both towns still boasting some superb 
specimen trees. In Lewes a number of specimens remain although with the abandonment of 
the DED control programme we can anticipate their loss, adding further to the diminution in 
scale of trees in the town. 

Specimens suitable for inclusion in the town-wide arboretum: 

 Roadsides - Victoria Hospital, County Hall campus, Cranedown and Winterbourne 
Hollow, Malling Hill (Wheatley elm)  

 Street trees (pollarded) on upper High Street, St Pancras flats 

 Parkland - Pells Recreation Ground, Paddock, King Henry's Road. 

In some of these locations varietal forms of Ulmus spp. can be found and as these are 
physically isolated or don't share a common root system they are more likely to stand a better 
chance of survival from infection by DED, but all are susceptible to increased risk of beetle-
borne infection should the control programme be abandoned.  

 A specimen of weeping Wych elm (Ulmus glabra var ‘pendula’) was planted by the 
Trees Committee and is now well established outside the St Pancras Road flats. 

 Another unusual elm variety, Ulmus x hollandica groenevelt, can be seen in the Pells 
Recreation Ground, along Brook Street. 

4.1.1.2 Alders (Alnus spp) 

The native Alder (Alnus glutinosa) is another species of tree found in damp, alluvial sites. 
Unusually for a broadleaved this tree produces “cones” and the seeds are distributed by 
floating on water where they germinate on landing.  



 

Page 11 of 39 

Friends of Lewes

Specimens suitable for inclusion in the town-wide arboretum: 

 A line of alder created by seeds left behind by retreating flood water can be seen on the 
Lewes Railway Land. 

4.1.1.3 Ash (Fraxinus spp) and Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) 

These ubiquitous trees of the chalk appear all over the town, and because of their prolific 
seeding and natural regeneration are sometime considered a “weed tree”. Many corners of 
untended ground contain many large specimens of these trees. Attempts at cutting them down 
only result in vigorous re-sprouting from the cut stump, and the canopy quickly re-establishes 
and out-competes more ornamental trees planted when an attempt is made to diversify the 
tree collection in these areas.  

However, given space, sycamore can be an important structural tree in its own right and has 
been planted on road verges in some parts of the town. A couple of particularly significant 
specimen sycamores can be seen on the western entrance to the town along the north edge of 
the Brighton Road near the entrance to Houndean Farm. These mature specimens show how 
attractive a full-crowned sycamore tree can be in both winter and in summer. Another 
important specimen is to be found in the Gun Garden of Lewes Castle, a tree whose 
development can be plotted over the years from old photographs. 

Although there are very few notable specimen ash trees in the town, these native trees thrive 
on downland sites are very numerous throughout Lewes and form some very important tree 
belts screening sections of town and provide a wooded vista from wherever you look. Some 
of these are almost pure ash e.g. Winterbourne Hollow and Bell Lane. 

Assuming that the recently discovered Ash disease (Chalara fraxinea) cannot be brought 
under control we must anticipate significant losses in the large population of ash trees within 
and surrounding Lewes. This will have a high cost, both financial and ecological, and will 
transform the landscape with a prospect of many gaunt leafless tree skeletons in the summer, 
and gaps appearing as they are removed for safety reasons, or fall of their own accord. The 
likely outcome without any intervention will be a transformation to wooded areas comprising 
pure sycamore, unless alternative species can be introduced and, crucially, tended through 
adolescence from the aggressive competition from self-sown sycamore filling the canopy 
spaces vacated by the dying ash. 

A fashion for planting alternative varieties to the common ash can be seen in several parts of 
town.  

Specimens suitable for inclusion in the town-wide arboretum: 

 Fraxinus excelsior 'Westhofs Glorie' (or Raywood?) This has purple-tinged foliage in 
the late summer. Several examples of this variety can be found in the town including 2 
prominent trees, one at Malling Green and one at Davey's Lane, on Malling Brooks 
Industrial Estate. 

 2 sycamores along the north edge of the Brighton Road near the entrance to Houndean 
Farm 

 Sycamore in the Lewes Castle Gun Garden 

It is not yet know whether any of the ornamental varieties are any more resistant to Chalara 
fraxinea dieback that the common ash. 
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4.1.1.4 Beech (Fagus spp) 

The success of common beech (Fagus sylvatica) trees particularly on the slightly more 
elevated parts of town is as a result of their requirement for warm, well-drained soils, and 
they tolerate shallow soils of high pH.  

Some notable examples include: 

 Priory Ruins – some fine specimens grown in places where they are less likely to impact 
on the archaeology of this site 

 Beech trees in private ownership also contribute to the overall wooded character of the 
town and as an example the canopy of what must be an enormous beech tree in the back 
garden of Park Road can be seen from a number of key vantage points in the northern 
part of the town. 

Copper Beech (Fagus sylvatica var purpurea) 

This popular varietal form of beech trees appear in many Edwardian era roadsides and 
gardens including a significant number punctuating the streets of the Nevill estate (1930's).  

Copper beech are particularly appreciated in spring when their foliage is fresh and pale tinted, 
but their dark shade and gloomy canopy can be considered ugly in some cases, especially 
where buildings fall into the shade of somebody else's trees. 

A spectacular specimen can be found in the centre of Grange Gardens. This tree has a crown 
spread of almost 20 metres and is a wonderful sight in the spring when the foliage is fresh.  

The life expectancy of beech is relatively limited and because of their lower resistance to 
fungal infection many have been felled or are reaching senility, where increased concern of 
root stability and safety may result in their gradual removal. 
This is another example of forest scale trees being lost from 
the tree-scape of the town, and their replacement with trees 
of lesser stature or “safer”, depending on point of view.  

Significant losses include a large tree on the corner of 
Southover Road and Grange Road, and behind Shelley's 
Hotel where one magnificent specimen still remains. 

Specimens suitable for inclusion in the town-wide 
arboretum: 

 The 'Dawyck Purple' variety of copper beech was bred 
to have a more fastigiate (columnar) form and this 
makes this more suitable for roadside planting. A 
“limited edition” specimen was planted by the Trees 
Committee in 1986 at the far end of Grange Road, at 
the junction with St Pancras Road, and is now well 
established. 

 A weeping form of beech (Fagus sylvatica 'pendula') is planted in Malling Street. 

 Copper beech in the centre of Grange Gardens  

 Specimen behind Shelley's Hotel. 

Dawyck beech, Grange Road 
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4.1.1.5 Birches (Betula spp) 

Not usually associated with chalk soils there are many birches planted in gardens which seem 
to survive, but not necessarily thrive. Their light foliage and pale bark makes them a good 
feature, but along with Sorbus (see below) birches are relatively-short lived trees and many 
are showing signs of die-back and may be coming to the end of their useful life. 

4.1.1.6 Limes (Tilea spp) 

Large specimens of the European lime (Tilea x europea) occupy some key sites in the town 
including Castle Precincts, Pells Parkland, Albion Street and Baxter's Field. Limes are 
reported to have had some historic connections with defining the Borough Boundary, and 
some veteran specimens still exist along this alignment along Paddock Lane. 

The success of lime as a dominant tree in the Lewes townscape is as a result of its adaptation 
to survive on not just of the wide range of soil conditions, but also to its tolerance to air 
pollution, a factor less relevant today, but certainly a constraint in the past where coal fires 
and smoke pollution from foundry and cement industries would have affected air quality. 

Limes are prone to epicormic sucker growth at the base, and this causes continuing 
maintenance challenges for local authorities in whose ownership many of these trees lie. 
Limes can be pruned successfully and some trees in the town centre are maintained on a five 
year (?) cycle, including the recently treated line of limes in Albion Street. 

Specimens suitable for inclusion in the town-wide arboretum: 

 This species rather fell out of favour for roadside verges and plantings near car parks 
because of their attractiveness to aphids that rain sticky “honeydew” on cars parked 
underneath. To overcome this negative association a recent planting of limes funded by 
the Trees Committee chose Caucasian Lime (Tilia euclora), which does not attract the 
aphids causing honeydew”, and so is more acceptable on the fringes of the North Street 
Car Park. 

 “Pleached” limes can be found in Grange Gardens where branches of adjacent trees are 
grafted together to for a continuous wall of foliage on a framework. 

 Line of limes in Albion Street. 

4.1.1.7 Oaks (Quercus spp) 

Specimens suitable for inclusion in the town-wide arboretum: 

 The lack of deep clay soils in Lewes mean that there are very few locations where oak 
will thrive in Lewes. An exception is in the Pells area where the soil is deeper, and 
several interesting oak species have been planted by the Trees for Lewes Group in the 
Recreation Ground, including Hungarian oak (Quercus frainetto) and Lucombe oak 
(Quercus x hispanica lucobeana). 

 One species of oak that does thrive on the chalk, and stands salt-laden winds, is the 
Evergreen oak (Quercus ilex). This dark green tree can reach sizeable stature and a 
good example can be seen in a private garden on Southover High Street opposite the 
Church. It makes a particularly impressive contrast with the red tiles of the buildings in 
this part of the Southover Conservation Area. Another large example overhangs the flint 
wall on Rotten Row, and one has been planted by the River Lodge medical practice on 
Phoenix Causeway. 
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 Along the bank between the church and Southover High St are a line of “Turkey” oaks 
(Quercus cerris) which look a bit “stumpy” as they have been regularly pollarded over 
the years.  

4.1.1.8 Poplars (Poplus spp) 

A statuesque tree associated with damp riverine conditions. Many have been planted over the 
years in the Pells Parkland area, and the balsam scent of the poplar can be caught on the 
breeze near Willeys Bridge in spring as the buds burst. The pale leaves of White poplar can 
be also found in the damp ground along the ditch past the playing field just to the north of 
Willeys Bridge. 

The columnar form of the Lombardy poplar (Poplus nigra var ‘italica’) is also planted in 
Lewes and a fine avenue planted in 1980's has grown rapidly along the sides of Blakes Way 
in Malling. This planting by the Trees Committee is interspersed with lime and hornbeams 
which are slower-growing, but longer-lived species, intended to replace the poplar as they are 
prone to disease.  

Specimens suitable for inclusion in the town-wide arboretum: 

 White poplar along the footpath just north of Willey’s Bridge. 

 Avenue along Blakes Way, Malling. 

Native Black Poplar (Poplus nigra betulifolia) 

Some old specimens of this rare species of native black poplar are to be found on the north 
bank of the Ouse, near Malling Deanery. This particular variety is very uncommon and is the 
subject of a national species recovery programme.  

Railway Poplars (Populus x canadensis 'regenerata') 

The Lewes Railway Land Nature Reserve is also home of another poplar species, found 
throughout England and planted in the last century to screen the railway lines from view. 
They are now known as “Railway poplars” and a giant “champion” specimen can be found 
on the Railwayland LNR with a girth of over 6m. These craggy trees are reaching the end of 
their life and are slowly disintegrating, but continue to provide valuable habitat for birds, bats 
and insects.  

Specimens suitable for inclusion in the town-wide arboretum: 

 Railway poplar, Railway Land LNR. 

Poplar trees are either male or female, but can be propagated by cuttings and in the wild by 
branches falling and rooting into muddy areas on riverbanks. Cuttings and some twigs from 
the rare Black poplar trees were sent to Wakehurst Place for propagation and the offspring 
have since been redistributed to various sites in Sussex, including a number of the rarer 
female plants that have now been established on the Lewes Railway Land Local Nature 
Reserve.  

Specimens suitable for inclusion in the town-wide arboretum: 

 Black polar plantation on the old allotments, Railwayland LNR 

4.1.1.9 Whitebeam and Rowan (Sorbus spp) 

The native Whitebeam (Sorbus aria) and Rowan (Sorbus acuparia) are popular for small-
scale road verge planting. They are considered to be a safer” alternative to large trees by the 
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Highways Department, but many new plantings suffer from strimmer and mower damage and 
lack investment in formative pruning. 

These families are valuable as a source of berries for birds. 

Specimens suitable for inclusion in the town-wide arboretum: 

 Some particularly interesting ornamental varieties of Sorbus can be seen in Grange 
Gardens and the Malling Deanery Arboretum collections. 

An unusual Sorbus, actually native to the UK, is the Wild Service tree (Sorbus torminalis). 
This species is generally associated with the Low Weald of Sussex, but some have recently 
been introduced as plantings in Baxter's Field and also as roadside replacement trees in De 
Warenne Road (Wallands Park). The leaves of the Wild Service can be mistaken for maples 
but they produce clusters of berries in late summer that appear similar to those of Rowan, but 
are brown rather than orange. 

4.1.1.10 Willows (Salix spp) 

These are generally riverside trees and thrive on damp ground. Many can be seen colonising 
the wetland north of the Pells and these reproduce by broken branches and twigs falling and 
then rooting in suitable swampy areas. They are very vigorous and grow to a large size 
quickly. A large example of White willow (Salix alba) is next to the Winterbourne stream on 
St Pancras Road. It was planted by the Trees Committee in (probably in the 1980s'). 

Historically willows were often “pollarded” and this practice has been reintroduced on the 
Lewes Railway Land Nature Reserve where the willow trees along the Winterbourne have 
been cut back at about 4m high and the tree regenerates rapidly from the cut stumps. 
Pollarding allowed a regular harvest of willow branches whilst keeping the regrowth out of 
reach of grazing cattle and sheep. 

Specimens suitable for inclusion in the town-wide arboretum: 

 White willow (Salix alba) next to the Winterbourne stream on St Pancras Road 

Some ornamental forms of willows for inclusion in the town-wide arboretum: 

Weeping willow (Salix alba 'vitellina tristis') 

 A large specimen can be seen on the bank of the Winterbourne stream in the car park of 
Western Road School, Southover High Street. 

 On Ham Lane a line of craggy old willows on the north bank of the road behind Priory 
School. 

 South of Southdown Tennis Club / Convent Field - A fine line of younger willows 
shields the town from the by-pass along the Cockshut stream.  

Osier willow (Salix viminalis) – Old maps of the town show that some of the wetter fringes of 
Lewes were productive osier beds, providing rods for basket making. The alluvial soils of the 
Ouse, and possibly Winterbourne stream-sides would be ideal sites for willow production for 
areas which may be too damp even for summer grazing. Osiers were required in great 
quantities, and would have been harvested by coppiced (or pollarded) on an annual or 2 year 
rotation. Salix readily hybridises and there were probably many distinctive varieties 
cultivated, remnants of which may still exist in the marshland surrounding the Pells. Research 
into this local industrial activity could form an interesting project to research the genetics and 
restore some of these osier beds back into use for craft work. 
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4.1.2 Other ornamentals 

There are many other ornamental species of interest in the town. They include: 

4.1.2.1 Cherries (Prunus spp) 

Certain parts of the town have a beautiful show of cherry blossom in the spring. A group 
planting on Malling Hill looks particularly splendid in April, the effect being accentuated by 
the clustering of the same species.  

Specimens suitable for inclusion in the town-wide arboretum: 

 Old Malling Way - a dense linear group planting by Lewes Tree Group of the wild 
cherry (Prunus avium), dating back to 1990 (post-storm?) and now in need of thinning. 

 On Castle Banks – a 1970’s planting by Chris Yarrow and the Trees Committee of 
cherries in mixture with lime with the intention of some removal through selective 
thinning as the trees close canopy. This work is now overdue and the copse would 
benefit from removal of some of the trees. 

 The planting on Malling Hill. 

Numerous elderly specimens of grafted ornamental cherries are found throughout the streets 
of the estates of Lewes. Apart from their brief flowering bonus, many of these trees are 
becoming decrepit, outgrowing their grafts, developing cankers and roots becoming exposed 
and subject to mower damage. These trees will not last for many more years and failures on 
roadsides are increasing. Some attempts have been made to prune and re-shape these older 
trees, but these are rarely successfully. 

4.1.2.2 Holly trees (Ilex spp) 

There are many large green holly trees (Ilex aquifolium). Hollies are an important source of 
berries for birds in winter. 

Specimens suitable for inclusion in the town-wide arboretum: 

 Some notable variegated forms of holly, including a splendid matching pair of clipped 
specimens which look fine against the black mathematical tiles of Bartholomew House 
in the Lewes Castle Barbican precinct.  

4.1.2.3 Hornbeam (Carpinus betulus)  

This is another tree which is generally associated with the Wealden clay lands, but a few 
notable examples can be found within the town. 

The most ancient of these are a line of hornbeams in a line following a historic boundary 
within the grounds of the Pells Open-air Swimming Pool. Although not of huge stature, these 
are clearly very historic trees, with a low-pollarded structure indicating that the trees may 
have formed a hedge at some stage, but have grown un-pleached form many years. The 
alignment with the old boundary is worthy of further investigation. 

Hornbeam is found as an occasional self-sown tree on the Railwayland LNR, but other 
examples of this species being planted are certainly of more recent origin. A fastigiate 
(columnar) form of hornbeam has become a popular roadside tree and has been widely 
planted in East Sussex, filling in gaps on verges where the branches are less likely to interfere 
with traffic, and as barriers, such as a line dividing Pinwell Lane and the new development at 
Court Road. Another specimen is planted in the bottom of the East Car Park of County Hall. 
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4.1.2.4 Horse chestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum) 

A common tree in Lewes the Horse chestnut is found in many parks, gardens and on 
roadsides, Known for being one of the earliest trees to come into leaf and for its attractive 
pink “candle” flowers, it is also known for the bounty of conkers that arrives in the autumn. 

Some significant trees feature in the tree-scape of the town. A large and protected Horse 
chestnut has survived outside Waitrose supermarket on Eastgate Street. The tree is no great 
beauty, and has been heavily pruned in the past but it has survived and has become a local 
landmark. This tree is decorated with lights at Christmas time. 

Horse chestnut is another species prone to new diseases: 

1. Leaf miner moth whose larvae burrow into the leaves and turn them brown by mid-
summer. This pest appeared in UK in 2002, and has spread widely. 

2. A serious bleeding canker that is causing concern as this potentially fatal disease is 
spreading. Some trees in Lewes have succumbed and for this reason few are now 
planted, although they will self-sow. 

Specimens suitable for inclusion in the town-wide arboretum: 

 The specimen outside Waitrose on Eastgate Street. 

 An interesting alternative Horse chestnut species is to be found in Lewes which is the 
Indian Horse Chestnut (Aesculus indica) which has much darker red flowers. A pair that 
was planted by the Trees Committee is now established and can be seen outside the 
Jireh Chapel on Malling Street. 

4.1.2.5 Maples (Acer spp) 

Noted for their vivid autumn colours these species have been popular in amenity plantings 
over the past few decades, and are generally well-suited to the range of soil types in the town. 

Specimens suitable for inclusion in the town-wide arboretum: 

 On Phoenix Causeway, on the bank above Waitrose, there is a well-spaced line of 12 
ornamental maples. These “12 Apostles” were planted by the Trees Committee with 
trees supplied by Chubbs Nursery in Barcombe as Norway maple (Acer platanoides), 
but some other split-leaved hybrids have clearly slipped in.  

 The theme is continued nearby, in the nearby Harvey's Way Car Park, and along the 
fringes of Phoenix Causeway. 

 A line of the native Field maples (Acer campestre) which colour yellow in the autumn 
have been planted by Trees Committee on the side of Brighton Road Hope in the Valley 
– (room for some more on both south and north roadside verges?). 

 American silver maples (Acer saccharinum) have also thrived in the bank-side planting 
between Paddock Lane and New Road. 

 A Paper-bark maple (Acer griseum) can be seen in the front garden of a house (#23) in 
the Avenue 

Although rather out of fashion the Acer family has proved vigorous and, so far, reliable and 
may become more useful as a tree for future plantings as the range of native species becomes 
restricted through diseases. 
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4.1.2.6 Plane trees (Platanus x hispanica) 

Specimens suitable for inclusion in the town-wide arboretum: 

 A wonderful (Champion?)1 specimen in Southover High Street, in the entrance to 
Western Road School Car Park 

 New planting in Cliffe Precinct – being damaged by its protective cage. 

 Important roadside specimen retained in the Aldi Car Park on Brooks Road 

4.1.2.7 Tulip tree (Liriodendron tulipifera) 

A much-loved champion tree in Grange Garden has now been lost to old age and decay, but 
two replacements are thriving nearby. 

4.1.2.8 Other notable ornamentals in the town 

Outside of key collections, there are several interesting or unusual trees around the town 
suitable for inclusion in the town-wide arboretum: 

 Tree of Heaven (Ailanthus altissima) – St Thomas Court, Cliffe. 

 Indian Bean Tree (Catalpa bignonoides) – Eastgate Street outside Chaula's Restaurant. 

 Pomegranate Tree (Punica granatum). This tree with vivid orange flowers in summer 
is trained against a south-facing wall of bottom of School Hill. 

 False acacia (Robinia pseudocacia ‘frisia’) – Friends Meeting House, Friars Walk. A 
yellow-leaved variety of the locust tree. Not looking too happy and may be on the way 
out? 

 Pride of India or Golden Rain Tree (Koelreuteria paniculata) – Entrance to Sussex 
Downs College. This has conspicuous pink seed pods in the autumn. 

 Scholars' Tree (Sophora japonica) appropriately planted in the entrance to Sussex 
Downs College. 

4.1.3 Conifer Trees 

4.1.3.1 Austrian Black Pine (Pinus nigra var 'austriaca') 

This European variety of pine was first introduced to Britain in 1830's. Unlike many of the 
pine family this species is well adapted to growing on chalky soils. 

A scattering of now large Austrian pine trees, possibly dating from late Victorian era still 
survives, adding both colour and sculptural quality to parts of the town. Prominent examples 
include one at Lewes Prison crossroads and a group in the Pells Recreation Ground... 
Although rarely replaced now, some recent pine planting has been carried out in the Pells 
parkland, and a couple of the more rugged, dark green, three-needled Monterey pines (Pinus 
radiata) were planted by the Trees Committee next to Wenban-Smith in the 1980’s. Another 
example is outside Sussex Downs College. 

Specimens suitable for inclusion in the town-wide arboretum: 

 Three-needled Monterey pines (Pinus radiata) next to Wenban-Smith on Phoenix 
Causeway. 

                                                 
1  See http://www.treeregister.org/champion-trees.shtml for an explanation of “Champion” trees 
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4.1.3.2 Swamp cypress (Taxodium distichum) 

A particularly spectacular large specimen of Swamp cypress, suitable for inclusion in the 
town-wide arboretum, can be seen in the Railwayland LNR, which incorporates the long-
abandoned ornamental garden of Leighside House. This large non-native conifer, introduced 
from the SE USA, is unusually deciduous (and hence also known as Bald cypress). It is very 
late to come into leaf in the spring and loses its leaves after a wonderful autumn display of 
fox-red or orange foliage. This species thrives in damp situations and is known for producing 
low mounds or “knees” or pneumatophores which surround the tree and which function as 
snorkels which help the roots to breath under water. 

Specimens suitable for inclusion in the town-wide arboretum: 

 The Railwayland LNR specimen near Leighside Pond. 

4.1.3.3 Yew Trees (Taxus baccata) 

Yew trees are often associated with churchyards and some ancient examples exist in Sussex 
where the trees pre-date the Church, and possibly even Christianity. 

In Lewes some good examples may be found in St Anne's and St Michael’s churchyards, as 
well as in private gardens. The berries contain poisonous seeds but nevertheless provide food 
for birds. 

4.1.3.4 Other conifers 

During 1960's and 1970's many ornamental forms of confers, often but not always of a 
dwarfing habit, were popular in landscape design and can be seen in many gardens in the 
town. Some of these have attractive foliage including bronze, yellow and even variegated 
forms, contrasting with the evergreens, creating a garden with year-round interest... 

Not all of these plantings are dwarf forms, and some notorious plantings of Leyland Cypress 
(Cupressus x leylandii) were put in to small gardens to provide rapid and evergreen 
screening, and have not subsequently been kept under control. Numerous examples of close-
planted hedges can be seen in gardens throughout the town. Leylandii hedges have become 
subject to new legislation controlling the nuisance, and their unchecked growth is now 
considered as anti-social behaviour in law. 

Other conifers usually planted for quick effect, have now taken over some gardens 
completely and the cost of their removal is out of reach of many of the owners.  Some 
alarming examples may be seen in Winterbourne area where a number of modest houses are 
now completely overshadowed by the conifer trees. Planted sometime in the 1960's and 
intended as a quick screen, these trees now pose a threat to the structure of  the houses in 
whose gardens they were planted, and sometimes neighbouring properties as well.. 

4.1.4 Fruiting Trees and Old Orchards 

The Lewes Historic Orchard Project has been established with the purpose of mapping 
locations of old fruit trees in the town, including the numerous apple and pear trees in private 
gardens. This effort by volunteers aims to locate fruiting trees for harvesting local apples for 
sale and juicing in the market. It is hoped that some unusual and possibly local varieties of 
apples may be discovered during this exercise. 

4.1.4.1 Walnuts (Juglans spp) 

Specimens suitable for inclusion in the town-wide arboretum: 
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 Large specimen Common walnut (Juglans regia) in All Saints Churchyard, which fruits 
well and provides a good source of green walnuts for pickling. 

 Western Road school playground. 

4.1.4.2 Medlar (Mespilus germanica) 

Specimens suitable for inclusion in the town-wide arboretum: 

 Tree in Grange Gardens 

Specimens suitable for inclusion in the town-wide arboretum: 

4.1.4.3 Mulberry (Morus nigra) 

Specimens suitable for inclusion in the town-wide arboretum: 

 Examples in Grange Gardens and behind Lewes House (High Street). 

4.1.4.4 Cherry plum (Bullace)  

Specimens suitable for inclusion in the town-wide arboretum: 

 A prolific specimen on the north side of Phoenix Causeway, opposite Waitrose. 

4.1.4.5 Ornamental varieties of fruit / nut trees 

Specimens suitable for inclusion in the town-wide arboretum: 

 Pyrus chanticleer in Orchard Road 

 Willow-leaved pear (Pyrus salicifolia 'pendula') on the North Street Industrial Estate 
(clipped to domes by North Street Dentists). 

 Two Willow-leaved pear (Pyrus salicifolia 'pendula') at the end of De Montfort Road 
by the police garage, planted by the 
Trees Committee. 

4.1.4.6 Turkish Hazel (Corylus colurna) 

Specimens suitable for inclusion in the 
town-wide arboretum: 

 In Cliffe Precinct there is a nice 
specimen in need of maintenance – 
cage removal is urgent to avoid 
further damage. 

 

Turkish hazel, The Precinct 
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5 Tree Collections and Ownership 
As part of the feasibility of a Lewes town-wide arboretum, consideration needs giving to the 
accessibility of any collection, and inevitably information about ownership is needed to 
secure any necessary consents or engagement for planting or other tree maintenance 
activities. The listing below provides an analysis of the ownership of key sites within the 
town. Contact has been made in some cases with the key individual(s) responsible, some of 
whom are listed in Appendix 8.3, “Contributions from other surveyors” on page 35. 

5.1 Public Sites owned by Local Authorities 

5.1.1 Lewes District Council 

LDC owns, manages and leases areas of land with trees within the study area. This 
information was derived from a set of maps provided by LDC and dated November 2011. 

At the time of writing, a District-wide tree survey is being commissioned by Lewes District 
Council of all trees in their ownership. This will assess tree condition and provide a detailed 
tree by tree appraisal of tree health and any safety considerations. Significant LDC trees 
collections include: 

5.1.1.1 Grange Gardens  

Separate tree list on survey database. 

5.1.1.2 Lewes House Garden  

Pending up to date list. 

5.1.1.3  Public Cemetery, Winterbourne Hollow 

Few trees, but they include evergreens such as yew (clipped line) and holly. There are 
ornamental Cherries in the memorial garden at the north end. 

5.1.1.4 Playgrounds  

Landport Recreation Ground and Eridge Green. 

Nothing of note. 

Pells Recreation Ground has an interesting collection of oaks (incl. evergreen), some old 
limes, and pines. 

Paddock Sports Field and playground has: 

 plantings of field maple and birch around pitches 

 significant limes on boundary wall of Paddock Lane following the Borough boundary 

 a group of elms in the northern corner boundary with The Avenue. 

Bell Lane has established beech, poplar, Sorbus aria, ash and lime, along with recent 
plantings of oak and birch. 

Juggs Road - a large Beech tree. 

Nevill Green - Beech, Sorbus aria. 

Priory Ruins – contain a number of ash and beech trees. 

Convent Field – is bounded by willows. 
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5.1.1.5 Parks and Public Open Spaces 

Pells pond and parkland is a designed ornamental landscape dated to Queen Victoria's 
Diamond Jubilee in 1897. Old photographs show a double row avenue planting, presumably 
of limes, but the current avenue is single, and includes horse chestnut and also ash and 
willows, possibly self-sown. 

Malling Recreation Ground - Extensive tree planting was carried out on the edges of the 
River Ouse. This has become established, and Lewes District Council is now carrying out a 
process of thinning to remove poorly-formed specimens and inappropriate species. Some 
natural (sucker) regeneration of English elm has appeared close to Willey’s Bridge, but this is 
succumbing to DED. 

5.1.1.6 Malling Community Centre 

A new orchard planting is proposed including fruit trees such as plums. 

5.1.1.7 Offham Road 

There is extensive but unremarkable woodland on the road bank From Hill Road almost to 
the Chalk Pit. 

5.1.1.8 Malling Green 

This area of public open space beside Old Malling Way has some established beech trees, and 
a specimen ash (Fraxinus excelsior Westhoff's Glorie?) 

5.1.1.9 Paddock Lane / New Road walkway 

This footpath has a number of Silver maples (Acer saccharinum) along it. 

5.1.1.10 LDC Council Flats 

Abergavenny 

Large fastigiate Hornbeam, Monterey cypress (Cupressus macrocarpa Lutea), Stewartia 
pseudocamilia. 

St Pancras 

Ornamental cherry, elm willow, Sorbus aria 

Dale Road / Valley Road 

A wide selection of mature ornamental conifers in the gardens of the estate’s houses, 
reflecting the 1960’s and 70’s fashion for such planting. 

5.1.1.11 Car Parks 

Cliffe: Harveys Way 

Norway maple, Horse chestnuts. 

Magistrates Car Park, Court Road 

Limes. 

North Street 

Line of Limes (Tilia euchlora) 

West Street 

Large ornamental cherry. 
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5.1.2 Lewes Town Council 

5.1.2.1 Love Lane 

Purchased by the Friends of Lewes in 1984 and subsequently transferred to as a Community 
Woodland, this important tree belt lies behind Winterbourne Close and Hillyfield. The tree 
population is mainly made up of naturally-regenerated ash, sycamore, Field maple and elder, 
much of which has been coppiced in the past. A few trees blew over in the 1987 gales, and 
voluntary effort cleared the fallen trees and replanted with Wild service (Sorbus torminalis) 
but it is not clear if any of these have survived the rampant regrowth of sycamore seedlings 
filling the gaps. 

5.1.3 East Sussex County Council 

5.1.3.1 County Hall campus 

Large Wheatley Elm, Deodar (Cedrus deodara), Fastigiate hornbeam (Carpinus  betulus 
fastigata), Tree of Heaven (Ailanthus altissima). Westfield House is flanked by a line of 
limes and beeches. 

5.1.3.2 Lewes Library 

Himalayan Birch (Betula utilis) on Styles Field. 

5.1.3.3 St Anne's School Grounds 

Several large trees - limes, beech and horse chestnut as well as many yew and holly trees - are 
protected by TPO’s and this area, now earmarked for disposal by ESCC has recently been 
included within the extended Lewes Town Conservation Area. This should provide some 
degree of protection for an important bank of trees which effectively screen County Hall from 
much of Southover. A large fig tree is in the grounds of the old house. Recent new planting 
has been carried out on the north western corner near the cemetery, containing some 
interesting ornamental Sorbus. 

5.1.3.4 Primary Schools 

Southover and Western Road 

A splendid plane mentioned on page 18, a large weeping Willow (Salix babylonica), and a 
Walnut (Juglans regia). 

Wallands 

A group of pines of uncertain species. 

Malling 

A group of ornamental cherries. 

Pells (Landport) 

A large Field Maple (Acer campestre) of high quality and amenity value 

5.1.3.5 Secondary Schools 

Priory 

The school is farmed by a large group of Silver Birches (Betula pendula), and has a group of 
large White Poplars in the grounds. There are also some unusual Wild Service (Sorbus 
torminalis) trees. 
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5.1.4 Other Public landowners 

5.1.4.1 Sussex Downs College 

(Interesting collection - separate tree survey available from James Newmarch ESCC) 

Suitable for inclusion in the town-wide arboretum are: 

Box Elder (Acer negundo), Golden Rain tree (Koelreuteria paniculata) and a Scholar tree 
(Sophora japonica). 

5.1.4.2 Lewes Prison 

A large Austrian Pine (Pinus nigra). 

5.1.4.3 Victoria Hospital ‐ NHS Trust 

A fine pair of Wheatley elms on the Nevill Road bank. 

5.1.5 Community owned / managed sites 

5.1.5.1 Castle Precincts / Bowling Green  

Castle – sycamores and lime, and the Tom Paine beech, all mentioned elsewhere. 

5.1.5.2 Railwayland LNR 

Swamp Cypress, Railway Poplars, Copper Beech. The line of Alders along the footpath to the 
end of the reserve is a noteworthy flood-sown colony. 

5.1.5.3 Pells Pool  

Old hornbeam hedge mentioned elsewhere 

5.1.5.4 Baxter’s Field 

Veteran limes and beeches, and recent plantings by the Baxter’s Field Company including a 
new Hazel copse, and a Wild Service tree 

5.1.5.5 Priory Trust 

Copper Beech and Ash 

5.1.6 Privately‐owned trees 

5.1.6.1 Street / front gardens 

As well as the trees visible on public sites there are many trees in private gardens which make 
a significant contribution to the wooded landscape of the town. Whilst not always accessible, 
many of these trees are visible from pubic vantage points, and presented for public enjoyment 
and appreciation, some from a long distance away. Some of the more significant examples are 
listed in the database.  

5.1.6.2 Tree collections 

Malling Deanery Arboretum (Mr & Mrs Richards).  

This is an outstanding collection (separately listed). The owners are open to guided tours, a 
possible interpretation partnership with FoL, and educational activities research with 
Plumpton College. 

5.1.6.3 Miscellaneous trees 

Pelham House Hotel – Gingko (Gingko biloba 
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Shelley's Hotel – large copper beech 

5.1.6.4 Trees in Churchyards 

Particularly notable trees in Lewes’ churchyards include: 

 South Malling Church - fine copper beech 

 St Thomas Cliffe - Tree of Heaven adjacent in Court 

 All Saints Churchyard - Large Holly, Yew and a spreading walnut tree  

 St Michaels Church – large yew tree overhanging allotments 

 St Anne's churchyard - Yew trees, variegated holly and evergreen oak 

 Southover Church-Turkey oaks on roadside verge 

 Friends Meeting House – “Golden Locust” Robinia pseudoacacia 'frisia' 

 Jireh Chapel - 2 red Horse chestnut (Aesculus indica) trees planted by Trees 
Committee. 

5.1.6.5 Town Allotments 

 Paddock – a “ropewalk” of limes following the old Borough boundary. 

5.2 Other tree initiatives 

Mark Ridgwell’s Orchards and Fruit Trees project. 

5.3 Notable, rare and key historic trees 
 “Champion” Plane tree in Southover Road. 

 Native Black Poplar(s) in the Malling Deanery Arboretum. 

 Ancient woodland remnants (?) in the Railwayland LNR. 

 Hornbeam hedge on ancient boundary of Pells Pool. 

 Planted elms and oaks in Pells recreation ground. 

 Albion Place limes. 

 Pollarded Elms on upper High Street. 

5.4 Trees with dedications 

 Tom Paine's Copper Beech tree in Castle Precincts (1989 replacement for one fallen 
in 1987 gale) 
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6 Threats and Opportunities 

6.1 Maturity, old age and decay 

Trees have a variable life expectancy, dependent on species, tolerance to pathogens (biotic 
factors, including fungi, insects, bacteria) and ability to resist physical (abiotic) damage and 
climatic changes, water-logging, drought etc. 

Some tree species are naturally long-lived and reach a large size over a century or more, 
whereas other, more rapidly-growing species, may reach a similar stature in a shorter time 
span, but quickly succumb to damage or disease, or become moribund in a matter of decades. 
Some tree species that have been extensively planted in Lewes fall into the latter category, 
with examples of places where large numbers of ornamental and fast-growing species are 
reaching the end of their useful life, and declining rapidly into poor health or becoming liable 
to decay and eventual structural risk.  

Genera such as ornamental cherries, Sorbus and birches fall into this category, and these are 
not all good subjects for pruning. With large numbers of these species being planted in 1950s 
and 1960s their remaining life expectancy is limited, and collapse and decay has already 
begun. Further accelerating losses must be anticipated, and suitable replacements considered 
that meet the requirement with the current palette available. 

6.2 Inappropriate Planting 
There are many examples of inappropriate planting in the town. A few examples follow. 

Over-sized conifers 

Pelham House Blue Atlantic Cedar, over-grown Christmas trees, un-tamed Leylandii hedges 

Large trees in small gardens 

Consequences of this can be quite severe: root damage to buildings, drains and services 
(including underground and overground wires), and insurance claims. Our risk-averse culture 
can result in no-go zones for tree planting, or aggressive and unsympathetic pruning by 
utilities companies acting under the powers of the ex-statutory undertakers. 

6.3 Tree diseases 
Any program of tree planting should anticipate growing threats from diseases such as DED, 
Ash dieback (Chalara fraxinea), Horse chestnut diseases and Phytoptheras. 

In the longer-term we also should anticipate the loss of some older trees, particularly cherries, 
and if diseases affecting Horse Chestnut and Ash take hold, the emphasis may shift from 
planting “bare” sites to one of encouraging replacement planting of, hopefully, more resilient 
species. 

6.4 New Planting opportunities 
There are rather limited immediate opportunities for new planting sites in the town. Important 
factors in planning such work should include:  

 The choice of species – native or exotic; resistant to diseases; appropriate for climate 
change. 

 Matching the ultimate size of a tree to the space available 
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6.4.1 Examples of potential planting sites: 

6.4.1.1 Maltings Car Park 

On the bank currently owned by Lewes District Council. This raised area of wide verge 
screens the car park form the east and has room for a number of trees. 

6.4.1.2 Winterbourne Triangle on the junction with Winterbourne Hollow 

This is a potentially good site for a specimen tree, but previous attempts by Trees Committee 
to get ESCC Highways approval have not progressed through concerns about visibility spays 
and sight lines.  

6.4.1.3 Brighton Road approach to Lewes 

The wide verges on both sides of the main road on the west side of town have some space for 
quite extensive tree planting. Some previous efforts to establish a line of Field maple by the 
Trees Committee on the south side, near the Hope in the Valley entrance have become 
established, but this may benefit further from planting up gaps where trees have failed, and 
from carrying out some rather overdue pruning.  

6.4.1.4 Houndean roadsides 

There are numerous gaps along the road verges in this estate. The dominance of ornamental 
cherries which are nearing the end of their life means that there will be more. There is already 
room to fill gaps left by trees that are removed, and also to replace damaged specimens which 
have been poorly maintained. This is probably the responsibility of ESCC Highways 
Department, but encouragement by way of possible financial support or sponsorship may 
help improve what is a progressively declining amenity.  

6.4.1.5 Walland Park roadsides 

There are some majestic mature trees in this area creating a parkland ambience, with 
sufficient Edwardian plantings of woodland-scale lime, elm and beech remaining to provide 
the fine avenues that are of a scale to complement the houses and gardens in this area.  

Progressive losses of mature trees to Elm disease, and concern about decay fungi infections 
have led to some significant gaps appearing, not all of which have been replaced. Again, 
encouragement and support to ESCC Highways Department may help to restore the 
fragmented tree-scape, and emphasis for a bolder selection of similar large-scale tree species, 
rather than short-lived flowering trees should be part of the initiative. 

Many of the private owners have not been so tentative and many gardens in this area have 
specimen trees and continue to provide colour and bio-diversity to this part of town.  

6.4.1.6 Landport Estate 

There are some well-established 1970's tree plantings, favouring maples, horse chestnut and 
ornamental cherries on the fringes of the Recreation Ground, Landport Road, Eridge Green 
and De La Warr Green. Now reaching maturity, these trees provide some useful shade and 
break up the open areas. There is an opportunity for more tree planting on other public 
spaces, including wide verges, the bank behind the Community Centre and the Recreation 
Ground. Although vandalism has been a problem on some previous schemes, greater 
community involvement in the planting, or by planting more mature nursery stock, might 
alleviate this problem. As an alternative, there is the opportunity to offer trees for planting in 
some of the larger front gardens of the estate. A number of houses have led the way with this 
and show what can be achieved.  



 

Page 28 of 39 

Friends of Lewes

6.4.1.7 Nevill Estate 

On the fringes of the north and western boundaries of the Nevill Estate there is a rather 
sudden transition from suburban gardens to open downland. The northern boundary was 
initially (1930’s) planted with a line of poplars, but these succumbed to disease by around 
1950. Whilst the downland is important open recreational space, the creation of a more 
wooded transition buffer zone would provide both visual screening and additional bird 
habitats, without unduly reducing sunlight to properties or blocking long views  

6.4.1.8 St Anne's School 

This redundant ex-school site is likely to be sold for development at some stage, and whilst 
some of the mature trees screening County Hall from Southover are protected by TPOs there 
is an opportunity to add to the perimeter planting. Some specimen tree planting was carried 
out over the past decade which has started to become established at the western end of this 
site, along the boundary with Lewes Cemetery. There is still sufficient space to strengthen the 
visual barrier in anticipation of new development and create a more interesting mixture of 
trees, of a larger scale capable of providing a long-term feature and structure. The value of 
doing this will depend on the future status of this site, and whether public access or 
community use will be allowed following disposal by East Sussex County Council.  

6.4.1.9 Baxter’s Field 

There may be opportunity to plant here, in collaboration with the Baxter’s Field supporters, 
though it is already green and well-planted and funding may be better invested elsewhere.  

6.4.1.10 Tesco Car Park 

As mentioned elsewhere the original tree plantings, part of the (five year) planning conditions 
for the site, have largely been lost and the planters removed and tarmacked over. Replanting 
here, in collaboration with Tesco’s, would help soften a large, hard area and improve the 
views from Malling Down.  

6.4.1.11 Trading Estate boundaries 

The commercial “sheds” of the trading estates around Brooks Road and Southdowns Road 
are an intrusive and unattractive part of the townscape when viewed from the Downs, and 
planting around them would lead to significant softening and improving of the view over 
time.  

6.4.1.12 Chandlers site off Timberyard Lane 

The Chandlers site off Timberyard Lane has a planning application in process, and there is an 
opportunity to influence or collaborate in suitable plantings.  

6.5 Planting: species selection guidance 

6.5.1 Recent tree planting initiatives 

Recent planting history can set some context for this project. 

 Plant a Tree in '73 – created a wave of tree planting activity across the UK, including 
Lewes, where free trees were provided and some of these can be enjoyed today.  This 
led to the foundation of the National Tree Council as an educational charity and the 
annual National Tree Planting week. 

 Task Force Trees Post-storm plantings 1987 – 1990 – supported replacement tree 
planting in many parts of the town, including in school grounds  
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 Meridian Tree planting initiative 1995 – one example of evergreen oak may survive 
outside the study area south of the A27 by-pass. 
www.thegreenwichmeridian.org/tgm/articles.php?article=13 

As a result of local authority support for some of these initiatives there was an involvement of 
landscape architects and knowledgeable horticulturists in the tree planting design which 
brought some fresh inspiration and included ornamentals and exotic varieties of trees. 

6.5.2 Current practice 

Since the 1980's however, fashions have changed from ornamental and exotic varieties to 
favouring native trees in order to provide wildlife habitat for indigenous species. For 
example, this might be demonstrated in the switch in amenity tree plantings in Lewes, where 
Norway maple may have been selected in the 1970's but these were later supplanted by the 
indigenous Field maple. 

The trees we see today in Lewes are those that are well adapted to the soil and climatic 
conditions that exist today.  In terms of soils and trees there are two main considerations in 
the Study Area. 

1. The generally thin, well-drained calcareous (high pH) soils on the hills either side of the 
river valley.   

2. The moist, sometimes waterlogged alluvial neutral soils in the lower-lying land.   

There are very few examples of exposed clay soils, or acidic soils derived from sand rock or 
loess. 

The species of trees most suitable for planting in Lewes also have to contend with a more 
continental climate that other parts of Britain – colder winters and warmer drier summers, 
with concerns about vulnerability to late frosts on lower-lying sites. Despite these limitations 
there are many trees varieties that thrive under the climatic conditions we find today. 

Looking to the future another shift may be predicted to extend the selection of trees capable 
of adapting to the greater climatic variability that is anticipated in decades to come.  
According to the growing body of expert advice the impact of climate change will not only 
lead to an increase in average global temperature, but to more frequent extreme weather 
events  such as storms, droughts as well as floods.  The succession of extreme weather events 
affecting Lewes over the past 30 years have included the extended droughts of 1976, the 
storm of 1987 and flooding in 2000.  All these events had an affect particularly on the most 
vulnerable and oldest trees in the town, and whilst the losses were not always immediate, a 
gradual diminution of the maturity of trees in the town has resulted from these successive 
extreme weather episodes. 

At the same time the palette of trees for suitable for both rural and urban planting is 
becoming restricted through spread of new or introduced trees diseases, and where trees are 
close to buildings or roads, concerns about damage to the foundations and interference with 
traffic. 

Detailed recommendations on a site by site basis are outside the scope of this feasibility 
exercise, and the selection of trees for any new planting sites secured will  require detailed 
soil analysis, and involve the expertise of arboriculturalist  / nursery businesses with up to 
date knowledge of  research into climate resilience and purchased from nurseries who are 
fully aware to the geographic provenance of planting stock and also implementing correct 
phyto-sanitary management to prevent introduction and spread of diseases. 
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All advice on tree planting should be issued with the caveat that there may be good reasons 
why tree planting may not be appropriate – for legal and safety reasons, for possible shading, 
root intrusion and un-neighbourly behaviour.  Also in some sensitive habitats such as chalk 
grassland, trees may actually diminish biodiversity 

6.5.3 Tree Maintenance and Aftercare 

Whilst the target is to plant more trees on spaces that may become available, there is also a 
requirement to maintain these new trees and nurture then through their establishment phase. 
From the evidence seen there are many examples of many well-intentioned tree planting 
initiatives being forgotten, receiving either poor or no formative pruning, lacking after-care 
such as removal of stakes and ties etc., and even being damaged during mowing. The 
investment in maintenance does not stop at the first few years of after-care, and some densely 
planted schemes, dating back to the 1970s have now reached the stage where thinning is 
necessary, but it is uncertain who will supervise and undertake this work, and as a result this 
crucial intervention is rarely prioritised because of the cost implications for the site owners. 

On the many publicly-owned sites, where planting and maintenance used to be carried out by 
direct works teams, all of this is now organised through use of contract works and this 
approach includes for a period of after-care and replacement. The success of this, as with 
replacement obligations of trees planted under planning conditions is dependent upon 
monitoring and enforcement, especially as these obligations are usually time-limited and 
retrospective replacement cannot be enforced. 

The contractual approach also leads to a minimum involvement, focussed on survival rather 
than encouraging a culture of long-term stewardship looking ahead to the contribution that 
the trees planted may make in future years.  

In the context of this feasibility study the creation of a town-wide arboretum must take on 
board the need to secure long-term maintenance obligations, and initiate a process where 
existing tree stock can be monitored, remedial works undertaken and replacement planting 
carried out where necessary to realise the intentions and vision of the enthusiasts who helped 
enhance the town by tree planting.. 

6.5.4 Barriers to More Trees 

While on first inspection there appear to be several areas within town that would benefit from 
tree planting, it often transpires that there are numerous constraints. These include: 

 Underground services and overhead wires, which are difficult to overcome as the Utility 
companies retain some of the rights of the previous “statutory undertakers” and can 
block proposals with no recourse to appeal. 

 ESCC Highways Department’s nervousness leads to risk-averse planting, favouring 
small “lollipop” trees such as various Sorbus species of very limited ultimate size, often 
inappropriate to the scale of the street. 

 Planting costs. In these straitened times, the immediate and future costs of a tree lead to a 
reluctance to plan new plantings. 

 Highway verges. Trees disturb kerb stones, tarmac and paving, incurring a maintenance 
responsibility and supervision. 

 Responsibility for replacement e.g. following vandalism is often overlooked in the 
planning process. 
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6.5.5 Trees and Planning 

Whilst planning conditions exist to oblige developers to plant trees enforcing tree 
maintenance to guarantee establishment has proved difficult. Tree survival for a short 3-5 
year period, does not guarantee that the trees will be managed beyond that period, or replaced 
or subsequently damaged. 

Examples include losses of carefully places trees in the Magistrate's Court Car Park and also 
the Tesco Supermarket Car Park where the original planting matrix has all but disappeared 
and negotiations outside planning requirements will be needed to secure any chance of their 
replacement.  

Development provides both threats and opportunities for trees. Important trees on 
development sites should now be protected to British Standards from damage during 
construction: examples of this being practised can be seen on the land behind the new 
Library, adjacent to Lewes House Gardens, where mature lime and plane trees have been 
carefully fenced and excluded from the development zone. 

Clearly existing trees can be an important consideration in planning appraisals, and recent 
proposals for development of land at Mayhew Way/Southdowns Road have acknowledged 
the contribution of the tree avenue planting by community groups as a constraint on the 
development boundaries on this plot. 

Other developments nearby are under way to extend the industrial zone on Southdowns Road, 
which will result in the removal of willow and poplar trees. There will some opportunity for 
new tree planting to screen these commercial developments, but there appears to be some 
reluctance to make tree planting a planning condition as trees prove to be unpopular in 
industrial sites where they may constrain lorry movements, or restrict sight lines. 

The North Street Industrial Estate to the west of the River Ouse is currently undergoing a 
consultation exercise as part of a development plan to regenerate this area (the North Street 
Quarter) for commercial, housing and leisure uses. Whilst there are few trees of note within 
the boundaries of this area there are now welcome opportunities for significant large-scale 
tree planting which could be incorporated into this “clean-slate” development, backed by 
planning conditions to screen or break up massed new developments from key downland 
viewpoints. 

6.5.6 Tree Planting and Maintenance on Roadsides and in Schools 

6.5.6.1 Trees on the Roadside 

Most of the roadside verges in the town are, or have become the responsibility of East Sussex 
County Council as the Highway Authority. They have a statutory obligation to consider safety 
issues relating to trees, including maintaining safe sight-lines and overhead access, and also 
to assess the risk of tree damage or diseases which could result in collapse which might 
impact on the public. As a result of more frequent tree safety inspections the result has been 
that many more trees are being deemed unsafe, and being condemned on safety grounds. 
However, there is no obligation for like for like replacement, and the limited tree planting 
budgets mean that this is not always followed up. 

Those gaps that are planted often receive smaller specimen trees which may not match the 
original planting theme, and the original avenue design becomes diluted or lost over time. 

Again, there are many examples of recently-planted roadside trees being damaged by verge 
mowing and grass strimming by contractors, and this, along with delayed formative pruning 
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calls into question the life expectancy of trees planted with the best of intentions, but now 
liable to infection or decay, and therefore never reaching maturity. 

The scale of trees on roadsides in particular varies across the town, and this is reflected in the 
survey approach.  

Trees on road verges also help define the local character (e.g. Wallands Park). Much of this is 
due to the bold decisions at the time of planting to use forest-scale trees such as limes, Horse 
chestnut, sycamore or beech, whereas their replacements tend to be selected from species of 
much smaller stature including Sorbus, Prunus and birch. Is there an opportunity to re-define 
this with a different palette? 

Recently, ESCC has carried out a member-led review of their Highway trees policy and this 
has resulted in the replacement of what was a difficult to implement generic two-for-one tree 
replacement policy with one based on site-specific recommendations taking into account the 
character of the individual location, rather than a generic policy for the area as a whole. 

6.5.6.2 Trees in School Grounds 

The responsibility for managing school grounds in Lewes falls also to the Local Authority, 
but over recent years staff changes in East Sussex County Council, and delegation of some 
responsibilities back to the individual schools has resulted in a rather confusing picture, and 
has resulted in attention and funding being directed to manage existing trees for safety audits 
and carry out remedial works and there is little incentive or any obligation for the schools 
now replace tree losses, or initiate new plantings. 

For the purposes of a town-wide arboretum the school grounds in Lewes provide a potentially 
valuable resource, and spaces for new or replacement tree planting which may be stimulated 
by an offer of funding in cases where either the school, or local authority, cannot afford to 
invest in tree planting and the maintenance costs that places on their budgets.  

Access to school grounds has become more restricted in recent years, and the inclusion of 
trees in the town-wide arboretum collection may have to be restricted to those visible from 
the perimeter of the school grounds. 

Some investment in new tree planting happens as a result of capital improvements, where tree 
planting is incorporated into the landscaping of the development. Again, these plantings are 
often managed for a few years to handover under a short-term maintenance contract, but it is 
unclear whose responsibility it is to monitor and manage trees planted under these 
arrangements, and this can easily be neglected. 

With the maintenance of large scale plantings in educational institutions such as Sussex 
Downs College no longer being under the remit of ESCC, responsibility for pruning, thinning 
and management of the planting to achieve the long-term vision needs to be addressed if they 
are not to become another management headache for the future. 
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7 Feasibility of a town‐wide arboretum. 

7.1 Conclusion 

With the inclusion of Lewes in the South Downs National Park there is now a new 
opportunity to review the character of the town in this wider National Park setting.  This 
raised awareness of landscape and heritage is already informing the policies for the built 
environment, and there is now scope to include the role of trees, and how they contribute to 
integrating the town into the surrounding landscape and to the framing of the built 
environment in the historic core of Lewes. 

As with the built environment there will be debates as to how the most historic features may 
be maintained, or re-created, and whether the policies for the future will be sufficiently 
resilient to allow for expansion and change whilst retaining the special features which 
justified the inclusion of Lewes into the National Park.  The vision of creating an urban tree 
collection is realistic but will require a more joined-up approach to urban planning, and a 
wider participation in design to create a bolder and more exciting treescape worthy of the title 
arboretum.  The efforts to carry out more new planting must not ignore the on-going 
maintenance and after-care. The arboretum initiative should also incorporate an innovative 
approach to interpretation, making use of modern technology to introduce the trees to a wider 
audience. 

This is the time to start the debate and re-kindle the partnerships and bring the body of 
knowledge back to the table to help design an urban arboretum for Lewes that will contribute 
and sustain the environment we appreciate for future generations. 

7.2 Future development of a town‐wide arboretum as a 
community resource 

There are sufficient ornamental trees of note to constitute an interesting and meaningful 
town-wide 'dispersed' arboretum. There are opportunities to extend this by planting on new 
sites as they become available, replacement planting of lost trees, and in-fill planting in the 
sites referenced elsewhere in the report. 

The survey has yielded much information on the arboriculture of Lewes and the exercise has 
helped build good relationships with other stakeholders, both public and private, setting the 
foundations for co-operation to deliver subsequent project stages: 

Further investigations are needed to confirm the suitability of the initial suggestions of sites 
where trees may be planted, and is an exercise requiring much more time and effort than can 
be included within the scope of this feasibility study. Identification of and negotiations with 
land owners will be a necessary first step in the process, as will investigations of constraints 
such as underground or overhead services, sight lines on highways etc. 

Other activities proposed by tree enthusiasts in the town were the development of a 
photographic exhibition of special trees in the town. This would require a commission of an 
artist or photographer and may result in the publishing of a book of images and narrative 
about some of the more interesting or visually striking trees in the town. 

7.3 Self‐guided tree trail 
The dispersed nature of the tree collection identified in this survey provides an interesting 
opportunity to offer visitor and resident alike a unique perspective on the town by way of 
self-guided walking tours, if the right interpretive material were to hand. Additional detailed 
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guides to the two major collections at the Grange Gardens and Malling Deanery would 
provide further interest and value. One concern about printed material is the inevitability of 
this going out of date, and a more exciting option lies in exploring the use of mobile digital 
apps to provide a rich and up to date interpretive experience. 

7.4 Mobile device tree ID apps, and QR codes  

The rapid increase in the use of digital media across society might lead this initiative into a 
more modern approach to information and interpretation exchange, and one more resilient to 
inevitable changes as trees are felled or new specimens are planted. The development of 
smart-phone apps, on-line mapping and interactive interpretive tools such as QR codes will 
provide useful tools to enable the town –wide arboretum to continue to grow with the 
participation not just of experts, but from community contributions offering information 
about additional sites, tree-related discussions, reminiscences and dedications. The 
technology exists to make this interpretation exercise a dynamic and educational activity, and 
one that the Friends of Lewes may wish to embrace this approach and pioneer an innovative 
way of reaching new audiences of residents and visitors to the town.  

The foundation for this next stage has been set out in the collection of information under this 
feasibility study. Seeking funding bids to take this initiative to the next level is worthwhile 
and, with a wider cross section of community involvement, would most likely be supported 
by local authority or South Downs National Park “Sustainable Communities” funding. 

Open days and expert-guided events at particularly fine tree collections such as Grange 
Gardens and Malling Deanery would add another dimension to the arboretum initiative. The 
interpretive materials could be supplemented by arboretum visits and walks and illustrated 
talks. Some interest has already been expressed in trialling this at the Malling Deanery 
collection by the owners. Hugh Morris, an arboriculture lecturer at Plumpton College, has 
offered his expertise for doing this in 2013. 

7.5 Inventory database maintenance 

The data collection has been organised in a standard Excel spreadsheet format to allow for 
importation of other sources of data, and to be as far as possible compatible with other tree 
survey software and with possible interactive digital applications. Geo-referencing of the tree 
locations has been included for key trees and the latitude/longitude data can be readily 
imported into mapping and GIS applications. 

 

Kashmir rowan berries, Grange Gardens 
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8 Appendices 

8.1 The Inventory of trees recorded 

Tree information, including location, Genera, species and variety, ownership (where known) 
and relevant notes have been collected in an Excel spreadsheet format to enable data to be 
sorted, exported or linked as part of any future survey or interpretative initiatives. In some 
cases images of trees have been linked to individual records to test the application and the 
potential to make the list a more interactive tool. 

As the survey data is stored digitally as a spreadsheet file, the information collected can be 
interrogated in different ways, a more detailed analysis carried out, and reports generated to 
support any future interpretive activates that may form future phases of the Lewes town-wide 
arboretum Project. 

For instance - in each of the areas surveyed the most prominent or significant trees were 
plotted, leading to a “league table” for inclusion in the short-list for any future town-wide 
self-guided arboretum tree trail or educational activity based on species or particular arboreal 
highlights at different seasons of the year. 

8.2 The Map (Google Maps) 

Locations of the most significant trees and woodland areas identified in this exercise have 
been marked on the plan of the town. In order to enable updating and wider participation in 
the future this has been prepared as an online map, currently restricted to a closed group, 
rather than to the public at large at this stage. By adopting this approach additional 
commentary and reminiscences can be included, and each entry can be linked to photographs 
and technical resources as a future stage of development of the Lewes Urban Arboretum. 

Link to Google Map of tree locations 

(https://maps.google.co.uk/maps/ms?msid=204333867902405295930.0004cba2fb9e32646f4
98&msa=0) 

8.3 Contributions from other surveyors 
 Trees and Woodland Strategy (1990) East Sussex Woodland Forum. East Sussex 

County Council 

 East Sussex County Council – surveys of school sites in Lewes Town 

 Lewes District Council - Land ownership map 

 Tree survey of Grange Gardens carried out by Martin Blyth for Lewes District Council, 
March 2010 

 Tree survey of Malling Deanery Tree Collection carried out by RW Green 1997 

8.4 References 

8.4.1 Local References: 

Lewes Conservation Area Character Appraisal 2007 

 Lewes Conservation Area Management Plan (Draft) 

 Georgian Lewes, Colin Brent 
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 Baxter's Field website (www.baxtersfield.co.uk) 

8.4.2 Sources of advice and further information 

Trees and Design Action Group (Involved with development of a Trees and Woodland 
Framework for London) 

http://www.righttrees4cc.org.uk

 

  

Trees 4 Future 

A European research forum looking at trees in response to climate change 

www.trees4future.eu 

South Downs National Park 

Biosphere Project referring to Lewes Downs 

www.southdowns.gov.uk/get-involved/biosphere-project  

Forestry Commission 

www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/eng-trees-and-climate-change.pdf/$file/eng-trees-and-climate-
change.pdf  

The Tree Council 
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A national Charity promoting created in 1973 who promote tree planting by communities. 

www.treecouncil.org.uk  

The Woodland Trust 

Provide funding and advice for tree planting initiatives, particularly larger-scale schemes 
involving the local community. 

Their message promotes the benefits of trees in moderating the extremes of climate and 
sequestering carbon in timber.  Their planting advice is still focussed on native species. 

www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/en/planting-woodland/Documents/woodland-trust-trees-
climate-change.pdf  

Royal Horticultural Society 

Source of information on interesting and exotic trees, including their site requirements. 

http://apps.rhs.org.uk/advicesearch/Profile.aspx?pid=712  

 

 

 

Indian horse chestnuts, Malling St 
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10 Snippets and Anecdotes 

10.1 Cherry Tai Haku story 
Referred to by John Chaplin, relating to a cherry tree at Priory Crescent. “I have Prunus serrulata 'Tai Haku', which has spindly branches dropping an extraordinary bundle of huge white blossoms, hanging like delicate explosions of petals freeze-framed in mid-air.  It is a cherry with an astonishing story, too: a legendary tree in Japan until it disappeared at the end of the 18th century, it was apparently unknown anywhere else in the world.  Then, in 1923, the owner of a Sussex garden showed Captain Collingwood Ingram – an expert on Japanese cherries – an unidentified cherry with gorgeous white flowers. Captain Ingram was unable to recognise it but took grafts and passed the resulting saplings around.  The next time he went to Japan he was shown an 18th-century book of flower paintings and recognised the hitherto unidentified white cherry from the Sussex garden.  As far as the Japanese were concerned, however, 'Tai Haku' had disappeared and could not possibly have popped up a hundred years later in England. It really does appear, though, that every Tai Haku in cultivation – which vanished from Japan 200 years ago – inexplicably comes from that Sussex tree found 87 years ago”.  

From Monty Don, Mail online article, 12 March 2010  

 

 


