
NORTH STREET QUARTER DEVELOPMENT 

 

 

 

This large urban regeneration project was approved unanimously by the South Downs National 

Park Authority’s Planning Committee at its meeting on 10
th

 December.  The development is a joint 

one between Santon North Street Ltd and Lewes District Council and is in three phases. Phase 1 

which extends from Phoenix Causeway to the vicinity of the old fire station in North Street has 

received full planning permission, whilst phases 2 and 3, which cover the rest of the site towards 

Willey's Bridge, have received outline permission and a further planning application will be needed 

in due course on the details of these phases.  Before any demolition or construction can commence a 

number of conditions have to be complied with to the satisfaction of the National Park Authority.  

However it is anticipated that work will start on site around April 2016. 

 

The Friends of Lewes Society has been represented on a Sounding Group with the developers and 

has been able to influence many of the details in the scheme as it has evolved.  There will be 243 

residential units, of which at least 40% will be affordable and include 51 extra care units, in Phase 1 

and a further 173 units in Phases 2 and 3. Many of these will have 1 or 2 bedrooms. There will be 

flexible work space including some for creative community uses, assembly and leisure uses and a 

restaurant.  In addition a health hub for both medical and dental services will be provided adjacent 

to Phoenix Causeway, whilst flood defences will be provided around the whole site and the adjacent 

Pells area.  The main access to the site will be from a new junction on Phoenix Causeway, which 

will be traffic light controlled, whilst public parking comparable in quantity to that presently 

available will be provided underneath buildings on the site.  A riverside pedestrian route is included 

in the scheme and also a new footbridge across to Tesco and the Malling Fields recreation ground.  

The applicants are to make payments totalling over £ 2m towards recreation facilities, secondary 

education and subsidising creative workspace. 

 

Whilst it is regretted that the existing buildings and activities on the site will not be able to continue 

there the Society believed that the advantages of comprehensive redevelopment outweighed this, 

particularly as advice and support is being made available to relocate those concerned.  Although it 

is difficult to assess the effect which the project will have on traffic flows, the Society welcomes the 

closure of East Street at its west end to through traffic.  It also welcomes the proposals to slow 

traffic on Phoenix Causeway and provide appropriate landscaping throughout the site. 

 

As the project moves forward the Society anticipates being involved in an advisory group which 

will not simply monitor the work but also advise on specific aspects.  In doing so the Society will 

be endeavouring to ensure that the development is one of which it can be proud and makes the town 

even more interesting to visit and enjoy, whilst respecting its historic environment. 

 

 

 

The Friends of Lewes Society 

December 2015 

 


