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RESPONSE ON BEHALF OF THE FRIENDS OF LEWES SOCIETY 

    

SDNP/15/01146/FUL     NORTH STREET INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, LEWES 

Submitted amendments: October 2015 

Hybrid planning application (being a full application as to Phase 1 and an outline application as to 

the remainder being Phases 2 & 3) for the demolition of existing buildings and the redevelopment 

of the North Street Industrial Estate, North Street, Lewes for a mixed use development. 

General Comments:- 

The Society would like to refer to the previous comments on this application which were submitted 

in April 2015 and which gave a cautious welcome to the proposal. 

It is appreciated that the submitted amendments in terms of both drawings and supporting reports 

and addenda are extensive and as such represent a significant amount of work that has been carried 

out following the initial consultation period. 

In effect, the whole scheme has been re-submitted as the proposal now incorporates a number of 

changes that seek to clarify points raised through the formal comment period over the summer 

months.  Key changes respond to local concerns, for example flood protection for the Pells area will 

now be delivered as part of phase 1, which are to be welcomed. 

The amended proposals also clarify the transport strategy more clearly as a result of extensive 

consultation between the applicants, (Santon and Lewes District Council), the South Downs National 

Park acting as the planning authority, East Sussex County Council acting as the highway authority and 

independent transport planning consultants. 

The changes to the highway scheme are extensive and involve the introduction of a more pedestrian 

friendly road network which seeks to reduce the speed of traffic whilst improving the ‘connectivity’ 

between the proposed North Street Quarter development and the existing town centre of Lewes. 

Whilst it is appreciated that the details of this alternative approach have yet to be finalised, the 

Friends of Lewes strongly support this initiative as it offers the potential of introducing a more 

pedestrian friendly highway network into the centre of Lewes. 

In terms of employment opportunities, in response to local business demand, it is now understood 

that the applicant will provide subsidised rents for creative start-up businesses for half of the 

workspace in the new North Street Quarter development at around 50% of market rate, which will 

be secured through a Section 106 agreement, with this mix of uses complying with the approved 

local plan for this site.  This amendment is also supported. 

It is evident from considering the large range of drawings that have been re-submitted that many 

detailed changes have been made to both the overall plan for Phase 1 and to the elevations of the 

various groups of buildings, which have resulted in significant improvements to the overall 

appearance of the proposals and in particular the elevations facing the River Ouse and Phoenix 

Causeway. 

In particular, revisions to three documents, namely the “Design and Access Statement”, “Streets and 

Spaces” and the “Design Code” give a good indication of the amount of work and time that has been 

spent evolving the “urban design” principles for developing the North Street Quarter in a 

comprehensive and thorough manner. 
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Conclusions: - 

1. That the Society  considers that considerable progress has been made in developing the 

proposals to develop the North Street Quarter of Lewes. 

 

2. In particular, the Society welcomes the more pedestrian friendly Highway Scheme that is 

currently being progressed. 

 

3. The Society would welcome the opportunity to be engaged in the detailed implementation 

of the overall scheme for the North Street Quarter and would wish to be represented on a 

‘liaison group’ which should be included as a commitment in the Section 106 Agreement. 

 

4.  The National Park Authority is urged  to support these proposals in terms of their 

‘achievability’ in being able to deliver many of the Core Strategy and Local Plan objectives for 

this site and in particular the housing provision, with Phase 1 planned to be completed 

within the next three years.        

 

The Friends of Lewes Society 

November 2015 

 

 

REM: North Street Quarter Response to Amended Scheme October 2015: 07th November 2015 


