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The Society has carefully considered the revised drawings and supporting information, dated 
12 November 2014 on the SDNPA planning web-site.  The Society maintains its view that it 
does not object to the principle of demolishing the former Magistrates’ Court provided it is 
replaced by a worthy successor, an overall design which has been very well detailed and 
superbly executed.   
 
The Society acknowledges that, as a result of the Society’s previous comments and those of 
the Planning Committee, the applicant and their agents have worked diligently to make a 
number of significant changes to the proposed scheme, which are reflected in the plans 
mentioned above.  It is now satisfied with the proposed scale and massing of the 
development, its overall relationship to Fitzroy House, the improved hotel entrance detailing 
and the choice of grey brick, which is appropriate in this location in the conservation area.  
However, there remain a number of key design aspects it cannot support and on the basis of 
the plans submitted it continues to object to the application on design grounds.  
 
The Society met the applicant and their architect on 24 November 2014 to discuss the 
following design elements and how its objections could be mitigated.  With the changes 
described below the Society believes that the building could become one that is suitable for 
Lewes town centre and would respect the proximity of Fitzroy House next door. 
 

a) Shop fronts  
The Society believes this new building should be a modern addition to the town of high 
quality design. It does not support the mixture of aluminium windows with wooden shop 
fronts below. It believes aluminium should be used throughout to deliver an honest modern 
building which fits comfortably into its surroundings and avoids being too pastiche. 
 

b)  Flint panels to rear elevations 
The Society has no objection to the two flint panels proposed on the east elevation below 
the green wall. However, it objects to the third flint panel proposed adjacent to the hotel 
entrance because it does not fit in with the design of this part of the building. Its objection 
would be overcome by this panel being made of brick. 
 
c)  Window detailing 
The Society welcomes the improvements made to the original window design but considers 
it remains inadequate because it does not reflect elements of surrounding buildings. To 
overcome its objection the sills should be given greater three dimensional definition with 
the use of pre-cast stone sills which would form a sub-sill to the aluminium window. This 
detail can be seen in existing houses in Friars Walk.  In addition the surrounding brickwork 
should be constructed in header bond whilst the glazing bars should be simplified to create a 
modern window appropriate to a modern building.  The use of larger windows on the 1st 
floor appears to have no logic as the bedrooms are the same size and the user of opaque 
glass in the lower panels to hide furniture will appear as a design error.   
 



 

 

d)  Bricked up false windows on rear elevations and to gable end facing Fitzroy House  
The Society considers this architectural feature to be out of place and inappropriate for a 
new building in the centre of Lewes. Furthermore it has concerns that the bricked up 
windows could be glazed in the future, overlooking the courtyard of Fitzroy House. Its 
objection would be overcome if they were replaced by brick panels featuring different 
patterns in brickwork. 
 
e) Balconies and canopies 
The Society considers these could be bolder to give more importance to the space behind 
whilst highlighting entrances. 
 
Should all of the above changes be incorporated into revised drawings submitted to the 
SDNPA the Society would have no objection to the application, subject to a planning 
condition that formalises the offer by the applicant to work further with the Society to 
implement the design changes specified.  
 
The Society also remains strongly of the view that, despite the view of the Highway 
Authority, additional car parking should be provided if the Planning Committee is minded to 
approve the application. This could best be implemented by imposing a condition to provide 
such parking outside the application boundary.  This would provide the applicant with a 
stronger case to have the use of the currently gated car park that has hitherto been 
associated with the Magistrates Court. 
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