
 

 
SDNP/14/01650/FUL   The Courthouse, Friars Walk:                                  

 
The Society has carefully considered the revised drawings and supporting information, (as 
dated from the 05th September 2014 onwards on the SDNPA web-site), and has had the 
benefit of a recent meeting with the applicant and their agents. 
 
As mentioned in  its previous response, (dated July 2014), the Society maintains the view 
that the site is appropriate for a hotel and retail development and that the existing 
Magistrates Court building cannot be adapted for such use. It does not object to the 
principle of demolishing the former Magistrates’ Court provided it is replaced by a worthy 
successor, a really outstanding overall design which has been very well detailed and superbly 
executed.   
 
The Society acknowledges that, as a result of the Society’s previous comments. the applicant 
and their agents have made a number of significant changes to the proposed scheme, 
particularly with regard to the roofscape on the rear elevation, (facing the existing public car 
park) and have prepared a more detailed 1:50 drawing of part of the front elevation facing 
Friar’s Walk and Court Road, together with a number of CGI aerial views and perspectives 
illustrating the proposed development within its setting.  In this respect, representatives of 
the Society have been shown additional information which as of the 25th September is not 
yet present in the public domain on the SDNPA web-site. 
 
However, given that this is a “full planning application” the Society still considers that the 
level of detail provided on the SDNPA web-site is  inadequate for one of the most important 
sites in the very centre of Lewes, surrounded by listed buildings. The current application 
documents provide insufficient detail to properly assess whether or not the design of the 
proposal is of sufficient merit to justify the grant of planning permission. 
 
Whilst accepting that significant progress has been made on the Friar’s Walk / Court Road 
frontage, in terms of the overall design a number of detailed design issues remain 
unresolved.  In particular, more detailed consideration of the rear elevation is outstanding 
and the brickwork throughout the proposed scheme needs to be robustly detailed with 
careful consideration given to lintels, cills, parapets, verges, reveals, handrails and rainwater 
goods with large scale detailed drawings being submitted as an integral part of the current 
planning application. 
 
Furthermore, as this proposal will effectively open up the site for the public by providing a 
more visually ‘transparent’ design which will encourage access to a selection of shops and a 
hotel whilst at the same time improving the public realm between the car park and Friar’s 
Walk and the pedestrian Precinct, there needs to be further consideration of practical issues 
such as the location of bin stores for rubbish collection, switch rooms, sub-station, escape 
stairs and detailed delivery arrangements for both the shops and hotel.   
 
 

 



In light of the fact that the National Park Authority’s Planning Committee unanimously 
refused the previous application for this site because the design, materials and massing 
would result in a building lacking in local character and distinctiveness that does not 
preserve or enhance the historic character and appearance of the Lewes Conservation Area 
or the landscape character of the National Park, the Society recommends that the 
application should be either refused, or deferred, to enable the applicant to supply further 
supporting information that answers the points raised above..  
 

If the National Park Authority’s Planning Committee is minded to support the application 
before such material has been received and instead conditions are imposed on these 
detailed issues, the Society considers that the Authority would be putting itself in a weak 
position to ensure good quality whilst the outcome would be difficult to enforce.  
 
The Society also remains of the view that, despite the view of the Highway Authority, 
additional car parking should be provided if the Planning Committee is minded to approve 
the application. This could best be effected by Premier Inn having use of the currently gated 
car park that has hitherto been associated with the Magistrates Court. 
 
 
Friends of Lewes Society 
25th September 2014 

 


