
FORMER MAGISTRATES COURT, LEWES 

 

 

 

 

I represent the South Downs Society which is recognised as the National Park Society for the South 

Downs and has been in existence since 1923 and the Friends of Lewes Society, which is the civic 

society for the town of Lewes and has been in existence since 1952.  Both have experience of 

planning issues and collectively they currently have over 500 members living in Lewes 

 

They object to the demolition of the existing building unless its replacement is an enhancement to 

the conservation area and street scene in this central area of the town.  However they have no 

objection to the concept of a low cost hotel together with retail provision on the site. 

 

They do not consider the design of the proposed building provides an enhancement to the 

conservation area and is therefore contrary to the principles of conservation areas as well as the first 

purpose of the National Park. When the possibility of Lewes being within the National Park was 

under discussion one of the points made to support inclusion was that design standards would be 

improved.  They are therefore disappointed that this is not the case and that your officers and the 

Design Panel consider the design acceptable.  This disappointment is accentuated by the fact that 

other developers will then consider that mediocre design is acceptable in Lewes when making their 

plans. 

 

They are also disappointed that having had several meetings with the developer some months ago 

only minor changes, mainly to the materials, were made. They consider the overall design to be 

bland and one which gives the impression of being the standard box like design used by Premier Inn 

in other locations. It does not have any features that would improve and enhance this central part of 

the conservation area.  In particular the treatment of the corner between Friars Walk and Court Road 

would benefit from a feature such as a tower whilst a pitched roof would be more appropriate to 

Lewes. In addition the north elevation of the building should be in line with the existing north 

elevation of the Court building so that a wider and less threatening passage was created to the car 

park and the position of the listed Fitzroy House respected.  In this respect I have submitted a 

drawing which shows that the light which will be available in the small outdoor area of this 

property, as well as to the room in which the occupants live in the daytime, will be much reduced if 

the new building is constructed as proposed. 

 

Chairman, your Committee have to decide whether to agree with us and the many other objectors in 

not granting these planning applications on the grounds that the proposed design does not enhance 

the conservation area or national park and thus the demolition should not be permitted.  However as 

we do not want to see a disused building become derelict and have no objection to the concept of a 

hotel on this site, both Societies would be prepared to engage in meaningful discussions with the 

applicants and your officers to see if amendments could be made to the design which would enable 

us to withdraw our objections should you decide to defer consideration of the applications. 

 

 

 

 

Robert Cheesman, 12 December 2013 

 

 

 

 


