
Friends of Lewes - Notes on Potential Sea Level Rise 
 
 
 
 
The Environment Agency is hosting an EU INTERREG programme which is 
consulting on the effects of possible long term sea level rises in the Ouse Valley. 
 
Executive Committee adviser Tom Crossett considers that the Society should take a 
positive line on the issue but calls for perspective, as there is a lot of uncertainty 
about global sea rise. The latest assessment by the UN World Meteorological 
Organisation International Panel on Climate Change indicates that a 1.5m global 
increase could happen by 2150 if global carbon emissions are not reduced radically 
in the next 20 - 40 years. 
 
Tom’s recommendation is that we welcome the document as a concrete and timely 
prompt to consider longer term issues. Foundations have been laid down in planning 
policy documents and coastal and river basin management plans that may need 
amendment as new knowledge becomes available. 
 
He suggests we do not prioritise specific solutions for Lewes, as requested in the 
consultation, because there cannot be one preferred solution. He comments that 
each situation will require a combination of measures that may change with time. 
Burdens may be shared between generations and the emphasis should be on 
progressive adaptation wherever possible, bearing in mind that climate change is 
accelerating and future generations are likely to see change at unprecedented rates.  
 
Tom comments that in the redevelopment of the North Street Quarter in Lewes it 
would be prudent to set floor levels at precautionary heights and to build foundations 
for the flood defences that will be needed strong enough to bear additional height 
should this be needed.  
 
Nevertheless the consultation raises important questions about matters that lie 
outside the time frame of the planning documents which are in preparation, for 
example the expected life of new development.  
 
The Friends of Lewes Executive Committee may wish to reflect on such questions 
because the IPCC assessment suggests that we are going to see much greater 
increase in sea level in the next 500 years than we did in the 500 years that have just 
passed. That said Tom believes that in the next 50 years local factors are likely to 
have greater influence on flood risk than increase in sea level. 
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