
The Friends of Lewes response to Civic Voice’s request for information 
concerning civic societies’ involvement in local listing activities 
 
Since its inception in 1952, the Friends of Lewes has been active in the 
preservation of the town’s heritage,successfully campaigning against the 
demolition of several iconic buildings: for details see our web-site 
http://friends-of-lewes.org.uk/past-achievements/the-built-environment/ 
 

The town already has over 200 English Heritage listed buildings. 
An application by the Society to list the 19th century industrial heritage site at 
the nearby Offham chalk pits has just been decided - the tunnels, portals, 
parapets and retaining walls of the Offham tramway have been listed as 
Grade II.  
 
In addition, the Society has recently applied to English Heritage for Grade II 
listed–building status for the 1960s William Mitchell mural ( at the entrance to 
the  East Sussex County Council’s  headquarters in the town) the outcome of 
this application is awaited.) 
 

For the future, the major developments currently being planned for the former 
industrial area of the town, may provide opportunities for further listing or 
recording of remnants of the town’s important industrial heritage. There is a 
very active Lewes History Group, which also researches Lewes’s history on a 
street-by-street basis , and the Society will continue to collaborate with this 
organisation. 
 

The South Downs National Park Authority has recently produced a list of 
Grade II ‘buildings at risk’ within the Park, with 8 identified for  Lewes . 
However, the list seems to us to be rather arbitrary, including, as it does, 3 
tombstones and a telephone kiosk, and the Society is interested in discussing 
it with the Park Authority and other interested bodies such as our local 
councils, the Lewes Buildings Preservation Trust and the Sussex Heritage 
Trust.  This discussion would not only cover the extension of this list to include 
other historic buildings at risk, but work towards devising a framework 
whereby external funding can be sought to remove buildings from the list, 
particularly with regard to public buildings, such as the town walls, industrial 
heritage sites and graveyard monuments. 
 

The Friends of Lewes is also now the lead organisation for the town’s annual 
Heritage Open Days event, and has extended the range and number of 
buildings opening during the annual weekend and also includes organised 
walks and tours. The Society has also successfully raised local sponsorship to 
produce a widely distributed leaflet in the local area ,outlining the programme 
for that weekend,  in addition to placing the town’s offer on the Heritage Open 
Days national web-site- which attracts people from around the country, and 
from abroad. This year we recorded over 2300 visits, with many enthusiastic 
comments, and we regard the event as an important contributor to the town’s 
economy. We also know that there is an appetite amongst local people to 
discover more about the town’s heritage, and will continue to address that in 
terms of the Society’s public lectures and other events. 
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