
PLANNING APPLICATIONS SDNP/13/02497/FUL & SDNP/13/02499?/CON 

 

The former Courthouse, Friars Walk, Lewes 

 

1) The Friends of Lewes Society, which is the civic society for Lewes, has been in existence 

since 1952 and has about 500 members, OBJECTS to both of these applications. 

 

2) Its objection starts from the premise that in a conservation area a building should not be 

demolished unless the replacement being proposed will improve and enhance the area.  The 

present proposal does not achieve this even though the Society does not object to the 

proposed change of use of the site to hotel and retail designations.  In particular the proposal 

will affect the siting of its immediate neighbour, Fitzroy House, which is a listed building of 

architectural merit.  In discussion with the applicant prior to this planning application  being 

submitted the Society suggested that this point could be met by either bringing the northern 

elevation back to the line of the current court building or stepping the higher floors of the 

proposal back.  The first of these suggestions would mean that a wider passageway could be 

provided, possibly with retail shops opening on to it, from Friars Walk to the public car park 

and so enhance this public thoroughfare which at present is not very inviting. Regrettably 

the applicant did not take up these suggestions. 

 

3) The Society also considers that a pitched roof is preferable in Lewes as many buildings can 

be seen from Cliffe Hill and flat roofs seem incomplete.   The western elevation is very 

bland and would benefit from some features in it.  The treatment of the corner of Court Road 

and Friars Walk is also weak; if the entrance to the hotel was there with a canopy it would 

provide a focus and be an improvement to the street scene.  A tower at this point would also 

help the roof line and provide a corner feature.  The east elevation facing the public car park, 

whilst an improvement on the current wall, is not very attractive. Glass and wood are not in 

keeping with the surrounding area and brickwork would be preferable. Although the Society 

does not object to green walls it would be important to have a condition attached to any 

planning permission regarding their maintenance. 

 

4) In relation to the materials to be used the Society found the drawings provided far from 

adequate.  In its view all proposed materials should be given at the outset and not left for 

consideration by Planning Officers as reserved matters.  The current former Court is built of 

brick in sympathy with Fitzroy House and the Society would prefer more matching 

brickwork in the present proposal. 

 

5) The Society does not wish to see a disused building in this central part of Lewes and 

believes that a scheme for this site, acceptable to it, could be developed.  It would be happy 

to engage in meaningful discussions with the developer about possible options for the site if 

the present application is refused. 

 

 

 

Friends of Lewes Society 

June 2013 

 


