
LDC's PUBLIC REALM CONSULTATION 

 

The Friends of Lewes is the civic society for Lewes, has been in existence since 1952, is affiliated 

to the national organisation Civic Voice, and has about 500 members. 

 

In principle it welcomes this initiative as it endeavours to address a number of issues that are 

currently not specified within the planning control system.   It considers that a public realm strategy 

for the town of Lewes could provide a wider context, such as the setting, in which specific planning 

applications could be determined. 

 

Fundamental to the success of any public realm strategy is determining which authority is 

responsible for issues such as maintenance, repairs or enhancements to specific items in the public 

realm.  This aspect should therefore be added to the strategy before it is finalised and commitments 

sought from the relevant authorities that they will apply the strategy in carrying out their 

responsibilities.  In that connection the County Council as Highway Authority, would be responsible 

for improvements to either the highway or footpaths, including street lighting and road signs, yet 

they do not appear to have been involved in the consultation process to date. 

 

Clearly the availability by the relevant authorities of finance to carry out public realm works will be 

key to the success of the strategy.  Will the District Council be setting an example by having a 

specific allocation for such work in its budget?  If not, there is a risk of raising public expectations 

unrealistically when the strategy is published. 

 

The Society is concerned that the consultants appear to think that the town of Lewes is outside the 

National Park as they make references to the town providing gateways to it.  Whilst it is agreed that 

the town is a hub for providing access to the rural parts of the National Park it is itself firmly 

embedded in it and thus it deserves the highest level of commitment in applying the public realm 

strategy.  The town also has two conservation areas which give even further protection to its historic 

features and it has been disappointing to note in recent years the gradual deterioration of the public 

realm in those areas and trusts that implementation of this strategy will reverse that. 

 

As far as specific issues are concerned the Society agrees with the points noted by the consultants or 

the Town Council.  For itself the creation of a riverside walkway is important as is good pedestrian 

signing to places of interest.  This is very much the case for visitors arriving by train for whom the 

pavements in Station Street are in dire need of widening and general improvement.  Whilst it may 

be outside the scope of this strategy there is also a need for good dropping off and picking up 

facilities for those arriving by coach coupled with adequate coach parking. 

 

The Society looks forward to learning the outcome of this consultation exercise and how the 

strategy is to be taken forward. 
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