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If you have a property of architectural/heritage interest in Lewes that
you think others would be interested in seeing on this annual

weekend, please let us know, and we’ll try to include you in the 2013
programme; all properties registered in the scheme get free public
liability insurance for the weekend. Email ann.spike@lewes.gov.uk

Heritage Open Days celebrates England’s fantastic architecture and
culture by offering free access to properties that are usually closed to

the public or normally charge for admission. Every year on four days in
September, buildings of every age, style and function throw open their
doors, ranging from castles to factories, town halls to tithe barns, parish

churches to Buddhist temples. It is a once-a-year chance to discover
hidden architectural treasures and enjoy a wide range of tours, events

and activities which bring to life local history and culture.

Free of charge and literally on people’s doorstep, Heritage Open Days
is an event for everyone, whatever their background, age and ability.

Other properties in the Lewes district are also taking part in Heritage
Open Days – find them by going to www.heritageopendays.org.uk and

putting Lewes in the ‘Local Council Area’ box.

For a complete list of properties open on 
Heritage Open Days please go to

www.heritageopendays.org.uk

Please note that spaces are limited and
booking may be required for some of the

heritage sites taking part.

16 All Saints Centre (Friars Walk). This early
19th century church with 16th century tower is
now a community arts and youth centre. The
churchyard has fine Georgian box tombs.

Open Saturday and Sunday, 10am – 4pm.
Sussex on film showing on Saturday at 4pm,
bookable in advance on 01273 486391.

17 Gundrada Chapel (St John’s
Church, Southover High Street) is
in a Grade I listed, partly 12th
century church. The chapel was
built in the 1840s to house the
remains and tomb slab of
Gundrada, wife of William de
Warenne and founder of Lewes
Priory. 

Open Saturday, 1pm – 5pm.

18 The Priory of St Pancras was
founded by William de Warenne (who built
Lewes Castle) and his wife Gundrada at the
end of the 11th century. The first and greatest
of the Cluniac monasteries in England, it was
demolished during the Reformation. 

Guided tours of ruins and other activities,
Saturday 1pm – 5pm, tours 2pm and 3pm,
access via Cockshut Road or Convent Field. 

15 Friends Meeting House (8-15 Friars
Walk). The oldest part of this building dates
back to 1784 and it is a good example of a
Quaker Meeting House of this period. Red
and black mathematical tiles; garden with
headstones. 

Open Saturday, 10am – 4pm

14 Linklater Pavilion (Lewes Railway
Land Nature Reserve). A purpose-built centre
for the study of environmental change. The
hexagonal pavilion includes an observation
bee hive, sedum roof, ground-source heat
pump, solar panels and own water supply. 

Open Thursday to Saturday, 10am – 4pm.

13 Lamb House (3 Chapel Hill). 
An opportunity to see the 18th
century Chinese lacquer screen
rediscovered in this house in the
1960s and restored to its former glory
by English Heritage.

Open Sunday, 10am – 5pm.
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2 County Hall (St
Anne’s Crescent). A
1960s office building
with interesting bronzed
fibreglass murals by the
sculptor William Mitchell
above the entrance.
Tour includes council
chamber, main foyer and
staircase, and elevated views over the town.  

Murals, open access; inside tours on Sunday at 11am, 12,
1pm and 2pm, maximum 15 per tour.

5 Westgate Chapel (92a High Street). This Grade II
listed chapel was originally built as a town house in 1593,
but by 1700 it had become a home for the first non-
conformist
congregations
in Lewes. 

Open
Saturday,
10.30am –
3pm.

11 Lewes House (32 High Street) is an
imposing 17th century house, now the HQ of
Lewes District Council. Guided tours (about 1
hour) of the house, stable block and beautiful
walled garden. Display of historic Reeves wedding
photographs.

Open Saturday 10am – 4pm, tours at 11am,
1pm and 3pm, bookable in advance on 01273
484169.
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4 Bull House (92 High Street) is a
Grade II* listed 15th century building
which is now the HQ of the Sussex
Archaeological Society. Tom Paine,
author of The Rights of Man and one
of the inspirations behind the
American Revolution, lived here from
1768-74.

Open Saturday 10am – 3pm, tours at
10.30am, 12.30pm, 2pm.
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6 St Michael’s Church (156-158 High Street) is
distinguished by its 13th century round tower – one of
only three in Sussex. Other parts date from the 14th,
18th and 19th centuries.
There are stained glass
windows by the Pre-
Raphaelite artist Henry
Holiday. 

Open Saturday, 10am –
5pm and Sunday, 12 –
5pm.  Short talks on
Saturday at 11am on the
building’s history and at
3pm on the stained glass.

1 Christ Church (Prince
Edward’s Road). Three large
embroidery panels stitched for
the millennium are on show,
giving a bird’s eye view of
Lewes and the surrounding
countryside. Also a stained glass
window from the former
Tabernacle church hall in
Railway Lane.

Open Saturday, 10am – 2pm.

3 Lewes Old Grammar School
(137, 140 and 141 High Street) celebrates
its 500th anniversary this year, though it
moved here in the early 18th century. 
No 137 was built as a school in 1851, but
140 and 141 were once private houses.
No 140 is Grade II* listed and parts date
from around 1600. No 137 has a well-
designed modern extension.

Open Saturday, 10am – 4pm, regular
small-group tours led by staff and pupils –
please join at No 137. Refreshments in school dining room.

7 Lewes Town Hall
(High Street) was rebuilt
from the Star Inn and still
has its medieval barrel-
vaulted undercroft where
Protestant martyrs were
confined. Its fine Jacobean
staircase leads to the
Council Chamber and
Mayor’s Parlour panelled
in oak. Jubilee exhibition
of royal memorabilia in
the Yarrow Room.

Tours at 11am, 1pm and
3pm on Sunday: pre-booking required – tickets from the
Town Hall.

9 No 1 North Street is a fascinating corner
house of 1805/06, with mathematical tiles,
cobbling and 1860 shop front. Display of historic
photographs and documents about the house as
well as the current conservation work. Limited
access to two further ground floor rooms where
traces of the house’s previous uses can be seen. 

Open Friday to Sunday, 11am – 4pm.

10 W F Bruce (5 North Street) specialises in
the restoration and conservation of clocks from
the 17th to the 19th century. Lewes was
home to several fine clockmakers and some
locally-made clocks will be on show, as well as
the workshop where the Market Tower clock
was recently restored.

Open Thursday to Sunday, 9am – 5pm.

12 Jireh Chapel (Malling
Street) dates from 1805,
enlarged in 1826. The
simple interior has galleries
supported on wood
columns with corner
staircases, plastered vault
ceiling, octagonal pulpit
and pine box pews.

Open Saturday, 10am –
3pm, tours 11am and
2pm.
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8 George Justice (Market
Street) was originally part of a
late 18th century stables, which
were converted into houses and
offices in the 1830s. George
Justice’s furniture restoration
workshop has been here since
1919.

Open Saturday and Sunday,
10am – 4pm.


