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NATIONAL PARK 

 

On 1st April the National Park Authority took 

up its powers as planning and access 

authority.  Within the town it is likely that 

only major or controversial planning 

applications will be determined by it as the 

remainder will be dealt with on its behalf by 

the District Council.  However they will be 

taking into account the purposes of the 

National Park which is to conserve and 

enhance natural beauty, wildlife and cultural 

heritage; promote understanding and 

enjoyment of the Park's special qualities; as 

well as its duty to foster the social and 

economic well-being of the local 

communities. The Society hopes this will lead 

to better planning decisions, particularly in 

relation to design, but it will inevitably take 

some time before the changes are noticed and 

a judgement can be made on the National 

Park Authority's effectiveness. 

 

ON-STREET PARKING 

 

The Society submitted a detailed response to 

the County Council's consultation.  We 

recognised the need for a parking scheme 

which balances parking provision with factors 

such as the street ambience and traffic flow.  

We took a firm view that bank holidays 

should be treated in the same way as Sundays 

and that the need for controls in the 

residential areas on Saturdays needs to be 

reviewed.  As for pricing we said that there 

should be more short term parking in the town 

centre with an escalating scale of charges 

there to deter long term parking.  We 

objected to the current very rigid enforcement 

and suggested an excess charge should be 

levied rather than a fine for a slight overrun of 

the time bought.  The County Council's 

consultants are now considering the various 

responses and then there will be a further 

consultation on their proposals. Members 

having views are welcome to send them to the 

Society. 

A copy of the Societies response is on the 

Current Concerns page of the web site 

www.friends-of-lewes.org.uk/current/ 

  

www.friends-of-lewes.org.uk/current/
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LOCAL DEVELOPMENT 

FRAMEWORK 

 

This will now be jointly prepared with the 

National Park Authority.  The proposed 

Core Strategy should be published for 

consultation later this year.  In the meantime 

the Society has commented on sites suggested 

for housing or employment uses. In particular 

we have made it clear that we are opposed to 

the green field land near Old Malling Farm 

being used for such purposes as it is highly 

visible, outside the built up boundary and has 

archaeological significance. 

 

WAITROSE 

 

The Society is in touch with Waitrose and 

currently await seeing their plans to build a 

new store on the Wenban-Smith site.  What 

will then happen to their current store will 

also be discussed with them. 

 

TREES AT THE PRISON 

 

Concern has been expressed to the Prison 

Governor about the felling of more trees at 

the Prison and an enquiry made as to what 

proposals they have to reinstate trees or other 

vegetation outside the prison walls. 

 

HIGHWAY REINSTATEMENTS & 

DRAIN BLOCKAGES 

 

Whilst contractors are permitted to use 

black-top as a temporary surface to a road or 

pavement whilst the backfill settles, they 

should return within 6 months to provide a 

permanent reinstatement of a similar nature to 

what previously existed.  Often the 

permanent reinstatement is forgotten and in 

these circumstances a report should be made 

to the Highways Office at Ringmer giving 

details of the problem.  Drain blockages 

should also be reported to this office as soon 

as they occur so that remedial action can be 

taken. 

 

QUESTIONNAIRE 

 

We are grateful to all those members who 

returned our recent questionnaire.  The 

results have now been analysed and it is 

recognised that the Society needs to try to 

broaden its membership and be more 

proactive in the town.  In particular we 

intend to try and publicise our work in Viva 

Lewes and to produce a leaflet designed for 

newcomers to the town that includes guidance 

on planning and conservation matters.  We 

will also try to put on member events that 

have a wider audience appeal and in that 

connection  if you have a suggestion for a 

speaker please let us know. 

 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

Thursday 29 September – Autumn General 

Meeting. 

 

Thursday 10 November – Lewes Priory: Past, 

Present & Future.  A presentation by the 

Lewes Priory Trust about the creation of the 

Priory Park and their plans for its future. 

 

Both meetings are in the Lecture Room of the 

Town Hall and start promptly at 7.45pm. 
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Friends of Lewes 
The Lewes Civic Society 

 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
Minutes of the meeting held on  24

th
 March 2011 in the Town Hall 

 
Present: Robert Cheesman ( Chairman), David Hutchinson (Vice-Chairman),Marcus Taylor (Secretary), 
Micheal Turner (Mayor) ,Paul Millmore, Frances Tufnell, Jon Gunson, Roger Beasley, Kim Clark, Anthony 
Dicks, Eddie Gibbs, Ruth O’Keeffe, -all members of the Executive Committee, Marietta Van Dyck 
(Membership Secretary), and 37 other members of the Society. 
 
In attendance: Jim Redwood, Head of Planning for the South Downs National Park Authority. 
 
1. Apologies were received from  the President, Phyllida Stewart- Roberts, and 10 other members. 
 
2. The minutes of the Annual General Meeting 2010, and the Autumn  General Meeting 2010 were 
approved. 
 
3. Annual Report & Accounts 2010 

The Chairman proposed the adoption of the Annual Report & Accounts, highlighting the following issues:- 
 

 The setting up of the South Downs National Park is an opportunity for the built , as well as the 
natural environment, and should lead to more appropriate changes to the town. 

 Although the recession has meant no proposed large scale developments, the Society has 
continued to monitor all planning applications, and comment on local transport and parking 
consultations. 

 Bicycle racks sponsored by the Society , at the Grange Gardens (in memory of Elisabeth 
Howard), and at the Linklater Pavilion, are now in place 

 Successful public meetings, and Newsletters to members also continued during the year 
 Thanks are due to all Committee members, and others that work for the Society  Special thanks 

must go to David Tufnell, who, following a fall earlier this year, has resigned as Treasurer after 12 
years of service 
 

Robert Cheesman also presented the Annual Accounts, pointing out that they had been approved by 
the Society’s independent examiner, following the insertion of the sum of £1602 as value for the book 
stock 
The Annual Reports & Accounts were then adopted by the meeting 

 
4. To elect officers of the Society for the ensuing year 

Robert Cheesman as Chairman, David Hutchinson as Vice Chairman, and Marcus Taylor as 
Secretary were all elected unopposed. 
 
The meeting agreed that the appointment of a Treasurer could be delegated to the Executive 
Committee 

 
5. To elect five members of the Society to the Executive Committee for 2011-13  

Roger Beasley, Anthony Dicks, Jon Gunson and Paul Millmore were re-elected: the meeting agreed 
to delegate the appointment of a fifth member to the Executive Committee 

 
6. To re-appoint Clifton Page Wood as examiners of the Society’s accounts 

The  meeting agreed this 
 
7. Members’ motion 

Jim Franks had submitted the following motion- 
The Society supports the concept of that section of the High Street between Fitzroy House 
and the river bridge being known informally as  Fitzroy Square 
 

In Jim Franks’ absence, Robert Cheesman explained that, if agreed, this would not affect either the 
present postal address or the numbering of properties in this part of the High Street. 
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An amendment was approved to change the proposed name to Fitzroy Place. 
 
After further discussion, the amended motion was defeated. 

__________________ 
Announcements: 

The Mayor announced  the following events: 
April 3

rd
- senior citizens’ tea party at the Town Hall 

April 10
th
- Mayor’s sponsored walk from Peacehaven to Lewes along the Meridian Way 

April 30
th
- Grand Fancy Dress Ball at the Town Hall 

A new book, on the town’s civic insignia, is now on sale from the Town Hall 
Society members were asked to give their contact details if they were willing to volunteer as stewards 
for Heritage Open Days, 10/11 September 
Living Streets has its AGM on 25

th
 March 

The next  Friends of Lewes public meeting is on 7
th
 April, with a talk by John Ford on Dickens in 

Sussex 
__________________ 

 
Jim Redwood- the South Downs National Park Authority’s Head of Planning  – then spoke on how planning 
issues will change once the SDNPA takes up its functions on 1

st
 April 2011. 

 
He outlined the background to the setting up of the SDNPA, which will be the third largest National Park in the 
country, with an annual  budget of £11 million. 85% of the South Downs National Park is farmed, with 20% 
consisting of woodland. It also has more market towns- with Lewes the largest- than any other national park. It 
has a population of 108,000, and is near high density conurbations which produce high visitor numbers to the 
area. 
 
From April 1

st
 ,it will become the statutory planning authority, and all planning decisions and policies, including 

Local Development Plans, will become the responsibility of the SDNPA, even though most of these are being 
delegated to the existing 15 local planning authorities (LPAs) within the National Park. Lewes District Council 
will receive about £600,000 to deal with its applications, on behalf of the SDNPA.  
 
The SDNPA will retain responsibility for dealing with planning applications of significance to the National Park- 
usually , though not necessarily, for large housing and commercial developments- and has appointed four link 
officers, across the National Park, to assess which applications should fall into the category of ‘significance to 
the National Park’. It will also employ specialists in conservation, historic buildings, archaeology etc. Any 
application can be called-in by the SDNPA at any stage before final approval. The LPAs will be the front line 
for enforcement. 
 
From 2012, the Authority will have developed its own planning software, to be used for all applications. By 
2014, the SDNPA will have developed its own core strategy document. 
 
In answer to questions, the following points were raised- 
 

 Lewes District Council’s Local Development Plan will be jointly agreed with the SDNPA. 
 An emerging South Downs National Park Management Plan, will determine budget expenditure, and 

will include a fund from which  local communities can bid 
 No LPA is entirely within the SDNPA 
 Any effects from the  recent Budget and Localism Bill are not yet known 
 DEFRA’s expectation is for National Parks to champion renewables, though this does not necessarily 

include wind farms 
 As a planning authority, the SDNPA would aim to raise of standards of minor, as well as major 

developments 
 

At the end of the session, Robert Cheesman thanked the speaker for addressing issues of key importance to 
the development of the town. 

 


